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In April 2012, the Kentish Town 
Neighbourhood Forum (KTNF) 
contacted The Prince’s Foundation 
for assistance with the development of 
a Neighbourhood Plan1  for Kentish 
Town. 

This report outlines the context and background 
of the Neighbourhood Plan, along with the process 
and outcomes of the community engagement events 
facilitated by the Prince’s Foundation in Kentish 
Town in the period April-July 2012. It does not 
represent the conclusion of engagement, but merely 
acts as a marker of progress to date and a suggestion 
about the future direction of the neighbourhood 
planning process in Kentish Town.  

The projects and initiatives detailed in this report are part of an evolving 
plan for Kentish Town. Many of them focus on the High Street - Kentish 
Town Road - which was identified by residents as part of the neighbourhood 
that should be improved. Better pedestrian crossings, wider pavements, 
safer cycle routes and a public square at the heart of Kentish Town are 
all recommendations derived from the public input to the community 
engagement process. Several other potential projects are located off the High 
Street, for example the redevelopment of mews east and west of the High 
Street to create a secondary network of routes through Kentish Town and the 
improvement of sites like Raglan Gardens, which could be better used as a 
pocket of peaceful green space just off the High Street. 

1    Please note the term “Neighbourhood Plan” used throughout this report refers to    
“Neighbourhood Development Plan”, as defined in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 
(2012).

fig 3: map of the kentish 
town neighbourhooD forum 
bounDary (in black) ValiD at 
the time of the workshop in 
july 2012. the bounDary was 
subsequently reViseD.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Initiatives designed to improve social and financial capital in Kentish 
Town, like the creation of a traders’ association and a lettings assistance 
agency to help bring together people in need of affordable housing with 
private landlords, emerged along with the spatial projects. KTNF has 
already responded to these ideas with great enthusiasm and a promise 
to devote time and energy to developing them further. This enthusiasm, 
which was instrumental to the success of the community engagement 
events in Kentish Town, will undoubtedly be instrumental to the 
development of the Neighbourhood Plan as well. 

In the coming months, KTNF will build on the strategies contained in 
this report, ensuring that they evolve in a direction that is appropriate 
for and informed by Kentish Towners. The Prince’s Foundation’s 
recommendations for the next stages of Plan development and the 
structure of Neighbourhood Plan are included in the final section of 
this report.

This report is not a planning policy document, but it will act as an 
important reference throughout the development of the statutory 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

fig 4. the historic st pancras public baths
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The Prince’s Foundation is an educational 
charity that improves the quality of people’s 
lives by teaching and practising timeless and 
ecological ways of planning, designing and 
building. 
 
We believe that if we understand and apply time-tested 
principles of building in a sustainable way, we will reap 
improvements in public health, in livelier and safer 
streets, and in a more affordable lifestyle for families and 
individuals. We also believe that neighbourhoods exhibiting 
sustainable characteristics will increase, rather than 
decrease, in value over time. 

Kentish town neiGhBoURhooD plan

The Prince’s Foundation is one of several 
service providers chosen by the Department for 
Communities and Local Government (DCLG) to 
assist communities with neighbourhood planning. 
As a Neighbourhood Planning Frontrunner, KTNF 
requested support from the Prince’s Foundation to 
create a plan for Kentish Town. 

As a first step towards gathering information to 
formulate a Neighbourhood Plan, KTNF held a 
Weekend of Kentish Town Walkabouts on 21 and 22 
April 2012. Four walks, altogether covering the entire 
Forum area, were repeated four times throughout 
the weekend. 70 local people took part. Walkers 
were handed a Walkabout Criteria leaflet and record 
sheets and asked to note empty sites, potential 
development sites, CIP sites, heritage buildings, open 
land/green spaces, public realm issues, hubs etc. 
Results from the record sheets were collated and fed 
into the KTNF map. 

KTNF enlisted the Prince’s Foundation to ensure 
that the neighbourhood planning process is inclusive 
and that the resulting plan represents a wide range 
of views on Kentish Town. Drawing on its extensive 
experience with community planning, the Prince’s 
Foundation designed a DCLG-funded workshop to 
achieve that end. The workshop took place from 
03 to 05 July 2012 and was preceded by a week 
of community engagement during which KTNF, 
facilitated by a member of the Forum experienced 
in street engagement, canvassed the public for their 
views. An agenda of the workshop is attached in 
Appendix C.

The workshop opened with a public open session 
during the evening of 03 July, where residents of 
Kentish Town contributed their views on the future 
of the neighbourhood. On 04 July The Prince’s 
Foundation and KTNF hosted a day-long stakeholder 
event to further develop the ideas from the public 

open session. An internal design session took 
place on 05 July – with members of the Prince’s 
Foundation team and KTNF present – and 
was followed by another public open session, 
during which the outcomes of the previous two 
days’ work were fed back to the community for 
comment. 

This report consists of relevant background 
information on Kentish Town, an outline of the 
pre-workshop engagement week and workshop 
process, and a summary of the outcomes. It does 
not represent the conclusion of engagement, 
but merely acts as a marker of progress to date 
and a suggestion about the future direction of 
the neighbourhood planning process in Kentish 
Town.

1.1  neiGhBoURhooD BoUnDaRY

The Neighbourhood Plan area proposed by 
KTNF covers an area within Kentish Town Ward 
and Cantelowes Ward and includes a small 
portion of Camden Town & Primrose Hill Ward. 

Kentish Town Ward is located in the north 
east of London Borough of Camden (LB 
Camden), bounded to the east by Islington along 
Brecknock Road and to the west by the North 
London Line. It extends from Churchill Road in 
the north to Caversham Road and Castle Road in 
the south. 

Cantelowes Ward is bordered to the west by 
Kentish Town Road, to the north by Caversham 
Road and to the east by York Way (bordering 
Islington). The southern border is formed by the 
western extent of Agar Grove (outside the KTNF 
area).

Kentish Town is predominantly a high density 
residential area and is remarkable for its large 
industrial estate, which is the only estate of its 
kind in LB Camden.

The map of the Neighbourhood Forum area 
showing the boundary as of July 2012 is located 
on page 6 of this report. The boundary was 
subsequently revised.

aBove: GEORGE IV PUB - A HIDDEN GEM OF KENTISH TOWN

seCtion 1  intRoDUCtion
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clockwise from top: LITTLE GREEN STREET; 
PECKWATER ESTATE; FALKLAND ROAD

1.2  BaCKGRoUnD infoRMation

A large body of general background 
information has been collated and fed into 
the neighbourhood planning process. This 
information is summarised in Appendix A as 
follows:

A1.1 HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
A1.2 POPULATION 
A1.3 TRANSPORTATION 
A1.4 ECONOMY AND BUSINESS 
A1.5 SHOP FRONTS AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

1.3  Relevant CoUnCil poliCies anD 
stRateGies

There are a number of policy and strategy 
documents prepared by LB Camden that 
the Neighbourhood Plan for Kentish Town 
will have to comply or coordinate with. A 
summary of the most important ones – The LB 
Camden’s Core Strategy, Camden Community 
Investment Programme and Kentish Town Place 
Plan – is provided below. A summary of other 
relevant policies, supplementary /evidence 
base documents and strategies is provided in 
Appendix B.

camDen local DeVelopment framework – core 
strategy 

The Camden LDF replaced the Unitary 
Development Plan in 2010 and is now the 
primary suite of planning documents for the 
Borough. The central document within the LDF 
is the Core Strategy, which is supplemented 
by Development Policies, a Site Allocations 
Plan and a number of other subsidiary policy 
documents. 

Camden’s Core Strategy serves chiefly to set 
out the key elements of the planning vision 
and strategy for the Borough. All other LDF 
documents, including the Neighbourhood Plan, 
must be consistent with the Core Strategy. 

Kentish Town is defined as a town centre within 
the Core Strategy, serving an important role 

for businesses and providing local services. LB 
Camden will therefore support appropriate 
development to achieve economic growth in the 
area. 

The Core Strategy cites the Kentish Town 
industrial area as the only parcel of land in the 
Borough to have a mix of employment and 
industrial uses and no housing. The Council has 
consequently stated that it will retain the area 
for industrial and warehousing uses by resisting 
any proposals that would lead to the loss of sites 
in use classes B1(b), B1(c), B2 and B8 and sui 
generis uses of a similar nature. Further, the 
Core Strategy states that development should 
not prejudice the nature of the industrial area 
by introducing inappropriate or conflicting uses.

Finally, the Core Strategy recognizes that 
Kentish Town is relatively deprived of public 
open spaces and states, “Where the opportunity 
arises in Kentish Town or Gospel Oak and other 
areas that suffer from deficiency or under-
provision, the Council will expect the provision 
of on-site public open space.” This includes 
support for wildlife corridors that will increase 
biodiversity in the area as a whole. 

The Core Strategy and Development Policies 
were prepared with extensive public involvement 
and consultation, during which the Council 
gathered views on key issues facing the Borough 
and options for tackling them. 

camDen community inVestment programme

The Camden Community Investment 
Programme (CIP) includes over 60 proposals 
for development and/or sale of Council-owned 
property within the Borough. It is a programme 
designed to rationalise the Council’s portfolio, 
which will ensure that the Council owns and 
operates only buildings and land where it makes 
financial sense for them to do so. The sale 
and redevelopment of certain buildings is also 
anticipated to boost the local economy.

Since its inception in 2012, the Council has 

1 intRoDUCtion Cont.
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produced three reports in connection with the 
CIP. The first outlines the properties under 
consideration of the programme in 2010, while 
the second and third update the first with 
developments to the sites as of 2011 and 2012, 
respectively. The following sites in Kentish Town 
Forum Area are covered in the reports:

GREENWOOD PLACE 
THE PECKWATER ESTATE 
MONTPELIER NURSERY 
INGESTRE ROAD ESTATE 
GARAGES AT ALPHA COURT, RAGLAN STREET 
WILLINGHAM CLOSE, LEIGHTON ROAD 
HEYBRIDGE GARAGES, HADLEY STREET 
FALKLAND ROAD GARAGE 
GOTTFRIED MEWS

The most significant of these sites is Greenwood 
Place, an old industrial site currently used by 
the Camden Society to provide support services 
to people with disabilities. The CIP proposes to 
redevelop this site to provide more purpose-built 
adult social care facilities for people with special 
needs. The development would be Camden’s 
first Centre for Independent Living. Community 
consultation about the site has already taken 
place. 

kentish town place plan (2012)

This Plan was prepared by Camden Council as 
a visioning document for the area. It is divided 
into four sections: the first describes the area, 
the community and the issues it faces; the 
second develops the vision; the third explains 
how Camden will deliver the vision; and the 
fourth is an action plan, which is included 
in Appendix B. The Place Plan was finalised 
in February 2012 following two rounds of 
community consultation on its contents. 

The vision developed by the Place Plan is 
summarised as follows:

“Kentish Town will be a place where: Local 
people benefit from an attractive and successful 
town centre with a thriving high street that 
provides a range of shops and services. Kentish 

Town will be an attractive place to do business 
with a prosperous local economy creating jobs 
for local people. Local services, housing and 
facilities will meet the needs of local people and 
the strong and diverse communities will be key 
contributors to shaping the future of Kentish 
Town. Improving conditions for pedestrians and 
cyclists will be prioritised to encourage the use 
of environmentally friendly forms of transport. 
The quality of the environment will be enhanced 
with new and improved open spaces whilst the 
valued historic character and cultural identity of 
the area is preserved for local people to enjoy.” 

Delivery of the vision is considered in terms of 
four key objectives:

SUPPORTING A SUCCESSFUL TOWN CENTRE THAT 
SERVES THE LOCAL COMMUNITY PROVIDING A 
RANGE OF THRIVING ACTIVITIES AND EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES;

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO MEET THE NEEDS OF 
MIXED COMMUNITIES;

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AND IMPROVED 
PEDESTRIAN / CYCLE LINKS; AND

MAXIMISING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONAL ENHANCED GREEN 
SPACES. 

Notable among the actions under the first 
heading, “supporting a successful town centre,” 
is a consideration of the Regis Road Industrial 
estate, which states that, although residents 
and local stakeholders have made suggestions 
to improve access through the estate, “there is 
an understanding of the significant constraints 
such as the private ownership of the land, the 
restrictions of the industrial designation and 
the need to support the existing successful 
businesses on the estate.”

1.4  CoMMUnitY ConsUltation pRioR to apRil 
2012

The preparation of the Place Plan included an 
element of stakeholder engagement on vision 
development, key issues and the action plan for 

Kentish Town. The plan drew on the findings of a 
number of consultations, namely:

camDen’s social capital surVey 2008

The third of its kind, this survey of local residents 
sought to measure the strength of community 
networks, levels of trust and cooperation between 
people and different communities (i.e. social 
capital). 

shaping serVices consultation 2010

This consultation with representatives of service 
organisations was intended to help Camden 
understand how budget cuts were impacting service 
providers on the ground. 

placeshaping consultation workshops 2011

These workshops were hosted specifically to 
inform the development of the Place Plan with 
representatives of local organisations, community 
groups and councillors in attendance. 

Below: KENTISH TOWN HEALTH CENTRE IN 
BARTHOLOMEW ROAD

1  intRoDUCtion Cont.
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2.1  enGaGeMent stRateGY

Prior to starting the engagement activities across 
the neighbourhood area, a menu of dialogue 
tools and key questions were outlined and 
agreed in a comprehensive Engagement Strategy 
document. 

The purpose of the pre-workshop engagement 
activities was to:

REACH OUT TO THE LOCAL RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES 
WHO RARELY ATTEND PLANNING MEETINGS OR 
WORKSHOPS

BUILD A MORE COMPLETE PICTURE OF WHAT KENTISH 
TOWNERS WOULD LIKE TO SEE IMPROVED LOCALLY, SO 
THAT BETTER INFORMED DESIGN WORK CAN BE CARRIED 
OUT 

ACHIEVE A GREATER SENSE OF PURPOSE IN PREPARING 
A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND OWNERSHIP OVER ITS 
CONTENT 

ENCOURAGE KENTISH TOWNERS TO ATTEND AND 
PARTICIPATE IN THE WORKSHOP, PARTICULARLY THE 
PUBLIC OPEN MEETINGS ON 03 AND 05 JULY

An extended period of engagement lead by 
KTNF’s community engagement working 
group took place in the week leading up to 
the DCLG-funded workshop. 
 
The working group included over 20 volunteering ‘KT 
Ambassadors’ and was facilitated by a member of the Forum 
experienced in street engagement. The engagement week and 
the workshop were designed to complement one another. 

The working group leading the pre-workshop 
engagement work agreed on the following 
guiding principles for the week’s activities:

meaningful: We’ll ask questions that matter to 
Kentish Towners

Delightful: People are busy so we’ll aim to use 
light-hearted and conversational tools 

informatiVe: We’ll provide basic information 
about the neighbourhood planning process and 
how local people can get involved

open: Everybody can contribute 

flexible:  We’ll be responsive and change things 
if we feel different locations/ questions work 
better 

‘be a bit mysterious’: People are busy and being 
a little different might catch their attention

Doable: People’s time is limited and resources 
are tight so we’ll be realistic about the time 
people can commit to the engagement activities   

enjoyable: We will do what is possible while 
enjoying working with each other and our fellow 
Kentish Towners.aBove: STREET ENGAGEMENT DURING ‘KT MAKES PLANS’ WEEK

seCtion 2  ‘KENTISH TOWN MAKES PLANS’ ENGAGEMENT WEEK
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number of responses to questions askeD During ‘kentish 
town makes plans’ engagement week 

your top three iDeas to improVe kentish town...162
if i were mayor of kentish town i woulD…99
my wish for kentish town is…83
what woulD make shopping here better?...113
i wish this was (at kentish town station square)…80 
i wish this was (at empty shop on highgate roaD)…
approx. 25

fig. 5 Display boarD from ‘kentish town makes plans’

2.2  pRepaRation anD enGaGeMent aCtivities

A preparation day was held on 16 June 2012 at St 
Luke’s Church in Kentish Town, bringing many 
of the KT Ambassadors together to make most 
of the engagement material including building 
a large scale A-Frame and chalkboards. During 
the engagement week KT Ambassadors spent 
between 3 to 6 hours each day at locations across 
Kentish Town, engaging a broad range of local 
residents and businesses in conversations about 
the future of Kentish Town. Each day started 
with a briefing and ended with a de-brief and a 
‘lessons learnt’ discussion.  

Social media, particularly Twitter (using the 
agreed #aNewPlanforKT data tag), were 
employed to generate local interest, disseminate 
information and broaden the base of those 
getting involved in making a Neighbourhood 
Plan for Kentish Town even further. A website 
was also launched at the beginning of May 2012.

2.3  enGaGeMent ResUlts

By employing different dialogue tools during the 
engagement week and the public open session 
on 03 July, over 530 ideas and thoughts were 
provided by nearly as many Kentish Towners. 

Kentish Towners are keen to share, and 
although it is challenging to summarise the 
many conversations that KT ambassadors held 
with local people, a set of central themes that 
matter to people have emerged during the 
engagement week. They are as follows (in no 
particular order): 

TOWN SQUARE/MEETING PLACE 

IMPROVE THE HIGH STREET AS A PLACE TO SHOP, RELAX 
AND GATHER 

MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE DIVERSITY OF ITS SHOPS 
AND FACILITIES

IMPROVE ACCESS TO AND PROVISION OF HIGH QUALITY 
GREEN SPACE

WORK TO IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT AND PROVIDE 

SPACES FOR CREATIVE / ARTISTIC PURSUITS, ACTIVITIES 
AND SOCIAL INTERACTION   

IMPROVE FACILITIES FOR RESIDENTS OF ALL AGES AND 
PROVIDE PLACES WHERE ALL CAN MIX

ENHANCE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE AROUND KENTISH TOWN 
FOR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS.

The responses echo those that came out of 
the engagement carried out by LB Camden in 
preparation of the Place Plan and other policy 
documents for Kentish Town. 

2.4 ‘Kentish towneRs saY...‘ exhiBition

All ideas and thoughts collated during the 
engagement week were used to build up an 
exhibition entitled ‘Kentish Towners say...‘. 
The exhibition was opened on the evening of 
03 July and remained open over the course of 
the workshop until the evening of 05 July. The 
exhibition provided a colourful and content-
rich framework to the workshop. It encouraged 
workshop participants to discuss and reflect on 
what other Kentish Towners said and add their 
own views. 

After the public open session on 05 July all 530 
written facilitation cards, sorted by key topic 
area, were stored in a ‘Kentish Town Wish Box’ 
and handed over to KTNF. 

In addition and supported by an article 
in the KentishTowner, a widely read local 
online journal, a lively social media debate 
was generated before, during and after the 
workshop. Following the workshop, two 
more articles have been published on the 
KentishTowner website, which proves to 
be a great local amplifier for sharing view 
points, comments, discussions and making 
announcement.   

2  ‘Kentish town MaKes plans’ enGaGeMent weeK Cont.
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anticlockwise from top: PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
WITH PRINCE’S FOUNDATION TEAM AND MEMBERS OF 
KTNF DURING FINAL PUBLIC SESSION; WISH CARDS 
DISPLAY; DOTS EXERCISES.

The events were facilitated by the Prince’s 
Foundation team of built environment 
professionals, which included two architects 
/ urban designers, an urban designer, a 
landscape architect, a transportation specialist 
and a property/delivery advisor. The team 
was supported by a Graduate Fellow and two 
student architects interning with the Prince’s 
Foundation.

The Kentish Town Workshop was widely 
publicised using a range of media and channels 
including: 

DIRECT INVITATIONS TO STAKEHOLDERS SUCH AS 
LOCAL BUSINESSES, ORGANISATIONS, LB CAMDEN 
COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS, INFRASTRUCTURE 
OPERATOR IN JUNE 2012

EMAIL INVITATIONS TO ALL 200 FORUM MEMBERS WITH 
A REQUEST TO ALL ORGANISATIONS TO FORWARD TO 
ALL INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS IN MAY 2012

The Kentish Town workshop included a 
number of sessions designed by The Prince’s 
Foundation, with a significant input by 
KTNF, to allow different groups of people 
to feed their views and ideas into the 
neighbourhood planning process. 
 
The process included two evening public sessions, a day 
long event for invited key stakeholders and an internal 
design session. The detailed workshop programme and list 
of stakeholders who attended are included in Appendices C 
and D respectively. 

A STALL AT ALMA STREET FAIR ON 27 MAY 2012, 
INCLUDING POSTERS AND A4 LEAFLETS

LAUNCH OF KTNF WEBSITE AT THE BEGINNING OF MAY 
2012

HANDING OUT 800 BUSINESS CARD SIzED INVITATIONS 
DURING THE ENGAGEMENT WEEK 27 JUNE-02 JULY 2012

AN ESTIMATED 500 CONVERSATIONS WITH PERSONAL 
INVITATIONS TO COME ALONG TO THE PUBLIC OPEN 
SESSIONS ON 03 AND 05 JULY

USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA INCLUDING A DEDICATED 
TWITTER ACCOUNT AND #ANEWPLANFORKT AND 

A PAID ADVERTISEMENT OF THE EVENTS PUBLISHED 
IN THE NEW CAMDEN JOURNAL, A FREE PRINTED 
WEEKLY JOURNAL DELIVERED TO EVERY HOUSEHOLD 
IN CAMDEN, INVITING PEOPLE TO JOIN THE 
CONVERSATIONS DURING THE ENGAGEMENT WEEK AND 
THE WORKSHOP. 

seCtion 3  THE KENTISH TOWN WORKSHOP



22   prince’s founDation  PROJECT REPORT kentish town makes plans  23

WHERE YOU LIVE (YELLOW) 
AND WORK (GREEN)

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENTLEAST FAVOURITE (RED) AND 
FAVOURITE (GREEN) PLACES

YOUR PRIORITIES FOR KENTISH 
TOWN

3.1 fiRst pUBliC open session: 03 JUlY 2012

The Kentish Town DCLG workshop began 
with a public open session which provided an 
opportunity for local residents and stakeholders 
to:

VIEW THE ‘KENTISH TOWNERS SAY...‘ EXHIBITION 
DISPLAYED ON THE WALLS OF THE VENUE

ADD FURTHER VIEWS AND IDEAS FOR THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN THROUGH A NUMBER OF 
INTERACTIVE EXERCISES

HEAR ABOUT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING 
PROCESS FROM KTNF AND THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION

MEET / TALK TO OTHER LOCAL PEOPLE

HAVE ONE-TO-ONE DISCUSSIONS WITH / PROVIDE 
INFORMAL FEEDBACK TO THE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
MEMBERS AND THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION TEAM.

80 local residents and business representatives 
attended the session. The central element of 
the event was the interactive “dots and post-
its” exercises. All attendees were first asked to 
complete three map-based exercises by placing 
coloured dots on: 

THE PLACES WHERE THEY LIVED AND/OR WORKED IN 
KENTISH TOWN (OPPOSITE: TOP LEFT)

THEIR FAVOURITE AND LEAST FAVOURITE PLACES IN 
KENTISH TOWN (OPPOSITE: MIDDLE) AND 

AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN KENTISH TOWN 
(OPPOSITE: TOP RIGHT). 

They were then asked to work in small groups 
and note down on post-it notes their top three 
priorities for the Neighbourhood Plan (OPPOSITE: 
BOTTOM). The priorities noted down by the 
participants included: 

HIGH STREET - CLEAN IT UP / PROVIDE NEW SEATING 

PLANTING, TREES AND GREENING (INCL. COMMUNITY 
EVENTS LIKE PLANTING DAYS)

BETTER PROVISION FOR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS 

FOSTER SMALL LOCAL BUSINESSES AND INDEPENDENT 

SHOPS (PERHAPS A CINEMA?)

DECREASE RENTS AND BUSINESS RATES

TRAINING AND WORK FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

FARMERS’ MARKET UNDER THE CANOPY BY THE TUBE 
STATION

PUBLIC TOILETS

MORE AFFORDABLE HOUSING WHILE SAFEGUARDING 
INDUSTRIAL USES IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD

PROVISION FOR THOSE IN NEED (HOMELESS, PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES)

CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, DROP-INS 
AND EVENTS THAT ARE WELL-PUBLICISED 

IMPROVE AND RATIONALISE LAND USE (UTILISE UNUSED/
UNDERUSED PREMISES)

PRESERVE THE HISTORIC BUILT ENVIRONMENT

KEEP COMMUNITY FACILITIES OPEN

KEEP KENTISH TOWN UNIQUE!

The outcomes of the first public session, and 
especially the priorities listed, formed the basis 
for the stakeholder workshop on the following 
day.

3.2 staKeholDeR DaY, 04 JUlY 2012

The Kentish Town stakeholder day was 
attended by a group of approximately 40 local 
stakeholders, including representatives from 
residents’ associations, local businesses and 
restaurants, community groups, Camden 
Council (both officers and councillors), Kentish 
Town Police, Transport for London, Transition 
Kentish Town, local landowners (including the 
Director of Murphy’s - the construction company 
that occupies the industrial area to the north of 
the railway) and more. A list of the stakeholders 
who attended the event is included in Appendix 
D. 

The introductory presentations by KTNF and 
the Prince’s Foundation covered similar issues 
to those discussed the previous evening, as well 

2  THE Kentish town woRKshop Cont.
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as a summary of the outcomes of the first public 
session. The introductions were followed by a 
series of technical presentations on the area’s 
history and its planning policy context, as well 
as the CIP programme, pertinent transport 
issues, and the youth and Somali communities 
in Kentish Town. The presentations concluded 
with a Q&A session, notes of which are included 
in Appendix E.

The remainder of the day was spent examining 
issues in groups divided by the following five 
themes: housing and community facilities; green 
/ public space; transport / traffic; employment, 
business and economy; and the High Street. The 
outcomes from each group are summarised as 
follows: 

housing anD community facilities issues anD 
iDeas:

·  social mix, gentrification, and affordability are 
all huge issues 
·  need to look at underused sites and letting, 
also downsizing as options 
·  need to catalogue facilities for elderly and 
youth, then improve on what we have 
·  coordinate with Council initiatives on estates

Green / public space issues and ideas:

·  much of Kentish Town is quite leafy and green 
– we need to capitalise on what we already have 
·  Kentish Town Road is not as green, so visitors 
tend not to see its leafy areas 
·  refuge from Kentish Town Road in pocket 
parks and peaceful public green spaces is 
required 
·  street play orders / pop-up play areas may be 
explored with Camden

transport / traffic issues anD iDeas:

·  pedestrian crossing at certain junctions on 
Kentish Town Road should be improved e.g. 
north of Kentish Town Station and at junction 
with Prince of Wales Road  
·  whole area should be made more attractive to 

pedestrians and cyclists 
·  sections between y-shaped junctions to the 
north and south need to be examined as well  
·  must coordinate with Council-planned 
improvements.

employment, business anD economy issues anD 
iDeas: 
·  plenty of business / economic activity but 
geographically dispersed 
·  would be desirable to knit activity together for 
cross-fertilisation 
·  businesses off Kentish Town Road could be 
given more of a presence on the High Street 
·  business rents and rates are rising rapidly 
·  independent shops are suffering – traders’ 
association needs to come together 
·  LB Camden is willing to help traders organise. 

the high street issues anD iDeas:

·  no ‘loops’ / parallel routes opening off the 
High Street, which is important for its successful 
functioning as an activity hub and its capacity to 
grow 
·  introduce anchors at two ends of High Street 
(where it forks out) with more intensive retail, at 
the same time create proper ‘gateways’ into the 
area 
·  explore potential for health food cluster at 
middle 
·  music, art, entertainment and fashion should 
have High Street presence, to strengthen 
Kentish Town identity

other issues that emergeD across the groups:

·  accessibility thought the Regis Road Industrial 
Estate and Murphy’s site a big issue 
·  these two sites offer a huge redevelopment 
potential, and an opportunity to improve 
accessibility to West London / City Farm / 
Hampstead Heath 
·  the redevelopment / regeneration potential of 
the two sites should be considered alongside the 
proposals for the Fire Station and Greenwood 
Place 
·  redevelopment may be longer term but should 

opposite, top to BottoM: GROUPS WORKING 
TOGETHER TO MAP KENTISH TOWN; GROUP MAP 
OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES; GROUP 
MAP OF TRANSPORTATION ISSUES; GROUP MAP 
OF PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT.

aBove: THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION TEAM 
DURNIG THE INTERNAL DESIGN DAY.

nevertheless be considered early.

3.3 inteRnal DesiGn session, 05 JUne 2012

The Prince’s Foundation, along with KTNF 
representatives, collated the results of the 
stakeholder day and public sessions at the 
internal design session, drafting spatial 
strategies to illustrate the ideas and proposals 
put forward. The outputs from the internal 
design workshop are illustrated in greater detail 
in the proposals section of this report. 

3.4 seConD pUBliC open session, 05 JUne 
2012

At the final public session, the Prince’s 
Foundation reported the results of the 
workshop to roughly 75 members of the public. 
Residents expressed particular enthusiasm for 
the proposals to increase the accessibility of 
Kentish Town Station, as well as proposals to 
improve the pedestrian crossing at the junction 
of Kentish Town Road / Leighton Road / Regis 
Road. Safety, especially at night, remains a major 
concern.

3  the Kentish town woRKshop Cont.
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fig 6. xxxxFIG 6.   MAP OF SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR KENTISH TOWN

SITE SPECIFIC

1. KENTISH TOWN HIGH STREET 

     PAVEMENT WIDENING  
     KEY JUNCTIONS  
     PARKING 
     OTHER TRANSPORT PROPOSALS

2. KENTISH TOWN SQUARE 

3. MEWS REDEVELOPMENT (EAST AND WEST OF KENTISH TOWN ROAD)

4. HOLMES ROAD AND ANGLERS LANE IMPROVEMENTS

5. RAGLAN GARDENS

6. LONG TERM FRAMEWORK FOR THE NORTH-WEST QUARTER OF  
 THE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM AREA

NON SITE SPECIFIC

7. KENTISH TOWN ASSETS REGISTER 

8. KENTISH TOWN BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 

9. LETTINGS ASSISTANCE AGENCY 

10. SET UP FUNDING MECHANISMS.

The workshop resulted in ten proposals for 
the Kentish Town Neighbourhood Plan, 
generated in response to the public and 
stakeholder input received during the 
“Kentish Town Makes Plans” week and the 
workshop. 
 
The proposals include both spatial and social initiatives to 
improve the quality of life for Kentish Towners. Each of the 
following ten proposals is detailed in the section to follow:

seCtion 4   PROPOSALS FOR THE KENTISH  TOWN 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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the creation of slightly wider northbound & 
southbound lanes (more comfortable for cycling), 
to widen footways, and also to make space for 
improved waiting / loading bays, street trees, useful 
street furniture (like seating and cycle parking), 
and pavement cafes. 

key junctions

In addition to the High Street itself, improvements 
are needed to make key junctions along the route 
easier and safer for pedestrians to cross, whilst 
also improving cyclist safety and not contributing 
to worse congestion. The focus in the first place 
should be on the busiest junctions (in terms 
of pedestrian activity) – namely the crossroads 
junction with Leighton Road / Regis Road and 
the junction with Prince of Wales Road. However, 
improvements are also needed at the ‘Y-shaped’ 
junctions respectively to the north and south of 
the priority junctions – at Fortess Road / Highgate 
Road and at Royal College Street.

At Leighton Road / Regis Road, there is the 
clear opportunity to remodel the existing layout 
substantially to make pedestrian crossing far easier 
without having an adverse impact on traffic flow 
– because the existing physical arrangement and 
associated signal timings are relatively inefficient. 
At the heart of the change should be the significant 
narrowing of the distance across the Regis Road 
arm, while the Leighton Road arm can also be 
narrowed a little by removing the existing refuge 
island which is of little or no practical value to 
pedestrians. 

The existing signal timings are strongly influenced 
by the necessary allowance for the pedestrian 
crossing and clearance times for the excessively 
wide Regis Road arm. The proposed kerb 
realignments would make it possible to have much 
more efficient signal timings – with less wasted 
time and more or no-less green time per minute 
for both pedestrians and cyclists. It should be 
possible to allow for diagonal pedestrian crossing 
movements at the junction within the new timing 
pattern (as at Oxford Circus, for example).

At the Prince of Wales Road junction, it is 
recommended that the existing ban on left-turn 
vehicle movements from PoW Road should be 
maintained - to reinstate it would necessitate 
changes that would make pedestrian crossing 
distances longer and increase pedestrian delays. 
As at the Leighton Road / Regis Road junction, 
judicious narrowing of the south arm of this 
junction, along with simple changes to signal 
timings, should be able to improve conditions for 
pedestrians.

Camden Council already has plans to de-clutter 
and simplify the Highgate Road / Fortess Road 
junction, making pedestrian movement both easier 
and safer. These proposals are generally supported; 
and similar improvements at the Royal College 
Street junction should also be pursued.

parking

The lack of parking facilities in the High Street 
has been considered and a suggestion made to 
introduce a 20 minute parking limit to encourage 
more use of the shops. It is also suggested that 
the redevelopment of any major sites adjacent to 
Kentish Town Road should provide small public car 
parks to encourage shoppers travelling by car to 
shop in Kentish Town.

other transport proposals

In addition to the major initiatives described above, 
a number of other improvements to movement in 
Kentish Town are proposed:

·  Implementation of ‘No Entry – Except Cycles’ 
signs / lines at the ‘No Entry’ end of all one-way 
streets in the Neighbourhood Plan area. Such 
arrangements are now fully endorsed by the 
Department of Transport and Camden Council is 
familiar with their installation – such as within the 
recent package of measures in Fitzrovia. Typical 
locations include the junctions of Kentish Town 
Road with Caversham Road, Gaisford Street and 
Patshull Road.

4.1  Kentish town hiGh stReet

 ‘Roads’ are transit corridors, while ‘streets’ 
are places (albeit linear ones) where lots of 
activities do or should take place. Although the 
A400 through Kentish Town is formally named 
Kentish Town Road, it is instructive how almost 
everyone involved in the planning event referred 
to it as ‘the High Street’. 

At the heart of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
therefore, should be a package of measures to 
enable the road to be much more of a street. 
Such measures should include:

PAVEMENT WIDENING, TO PROVIDE MORE SPACE FOR 
PEDESTRIANS

JUDICIOUS NARROWING OF THE CARRIAGEWAY, TO 
MAKE IT EASIER TO CROSS

IMPROVED VERY-SHORT-STAY, STOP-AND-SHOP PARKING 
TO HELP CAPTURE PASSING TRADE

MAINTAINED FACILITIES FOR DELIVERIES AND LOADING

IMPROVED CONDITIONS FOR CYCLING

INTRODUCTION OF 20MPH SPEED LIMIT, TO SMOOTH 
TRAFFIC FLOW WITHOUT IMPACTING ON OVERALL 
JOURNEY TIMES

REMOVAL OF UNNECESSARY STREET CLUTTER; AND 
SOME NEW SEATING IN APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS  

NEW STREET TREES WHERE POSSIBLE.

paVement wiDening

The width (between building frontages) of the 
High Street between Leighton Road and Prince 
of Wales Road is fairly consistent – at around 
18m. The current layout is relatively inefficient, 
with a northbound and southbound single lane 
separated by a central ‘lane’ sometimes used 
to store turning traffic, sometimes for crossing 
refuges, and sometimes it is just covered with 
white hatch-markings. 

The basic proposal is that the width of this 
central lane should be re-apportioned to allow 

top to BottoM: KENTISH TOWN HIGH STREET; WALWORTH 
ROAD, SOUTHWARK - AN EXEMPLAR SHARED PAVEMENT 
SCHEME; PROPOSED KERB REALIGNMENT AT LEIGHTON ROAD/
REGIS ROAD JUNCTION.
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fRoM top: ANGLER’S LANE; PRINCE OF WALES ROAD; THE STATION AREA.

·  It is likely to remain necessary for Anglers Lane 
to allow access into the High Street from Raglan 
Street and Alma Street, maintaining one-way 
eastbound operation east of Raglan Street. This 
is partly because of the left-turn ban from Prince 
of Wales Road into the High Street, but also 
because of the nature and layout of Anglers Lane 
itself – with largely blank frontages on the south 
side and gable ends on the north – limits the 
opportunities for improvement even were traffic 
flows to be reduced. However, it may be appropriate 
to introduce a width restriction at the southern 
end, to exclude heavy vehicles; while the flexibility 
to close the Lane at its eastern end – perhaps only 
occasionally for a market – should be retained. 
Further ideas for Anglers Lane are included in 
Section 4.4.

·  A 20mph speed limit on all streets within the 
study area, including the High Street itself. Such 
speeds are already, or can readily be made self-
enforcing through basic design changes, such 
as those proposed on the High Street itself (not 
including crude interventions like humps and 
chicanes). It is important to note that (a) link 
speeds will already be lower than 20mph in most 
cases and (b) vehicle journey times and congestion 
in urban areas are influenced almost entirely 
by junction arrangements, not by speed limits. 
The continued efficient working of all signalised 
junctions in the area is a clear priority.

·  The complex junction of Prince of Wales Road 
with Grafton Road, Castlehaven Road, and Willes 
Road / Anglers Lane should be reviewed with 
the purpose of making it easier and safer for 
pedestrian movement. It is understood that there 
have been changes here in the fairly recent past, 
but there remain opportunities for walking in this 
area to be made much more convenient.

·  Kentish Towners would also like to see a more 
strenuous effort made to reopen the currently 
closed underground station which would 
help to relieve the pressure on Camden Town 
Underground station from visitors to Camden Lock

4.2  Kentish town sqUaRe 

The arrival experience for pedestrians, public 
transport users and cyclists in and around 
Kentish Town Tube station is currently poor 
and does not align well with the aspirations 
and needs of the residents and businesses in 
the neighbourhood. The overall appearance is 
an issue, but critically, accessibility for people 
with disabilities, pushchair users and existing 
arrangements for all First Capital Connect rail 
passengers in the late evening hours, when the 
tube station is closed, require urgent addressing. 
In addition, the lack of public space where 
people can meet and socially interact has been 
highlighted throughout the engagement process 
and is acknowledged in the Kentish Town Place 
Plan and Camden’s Core Strategy as a key issue 
for the area. 

The community and stakeholder engagement 
work has highlighted the area around the 
station as a key improvement priority, having 
potentially a catalytic role for improving Kentish 
Town as a whole. A coordinated set of physical 
improvements to the overland station, the area 
around the station, in combination with the 
recommended changes to the Leighton Road 
/ Regis Road junction and enhanced ‘canopy’ 
space is proposed to address the identified 
issues. 

Design objectiVes for the station area:

·  Create a pedestrian friendly arrival point for 
Kentish Town as a whole and a new public space 
– Kentish Town Square – at the entrance to the 
stations / at the bridge over railway   
·  Improve accessibility for all users and simplify 
interface between Capital Connect, London 
Underground, the canopy area and surrounding 
streets  
·  Provide more and safe cycle parking facilities   
·  Provide direct access to High Street and 
Underground Station from Frideswide Place 
·  Combine the Square proposal with proposed 
Leighton Road / Regis Road junction 
improvements 
·  Retain the canopy  
·  Simplify pavement levels under the canopy to 
reduce segmentation of space and ease pedestrian 
movement  
·  Introduce more commercial uses under the 
canopy, along the bridge parapet wall (overlooking 
the new Square) 
·  Provide public toilets with access for people with 
disabilities 
·  Use street art to support the sense of Gateway 
·  The design of the Square to allow the Square to 
‘grow’ in the future, particularly in relation with 
the potential development to the west of the High 
Street (Regis Estate and Murphy’s site).  

4  pRoposals foR the Kentish town neiGhBoURhooD plan Cont.
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shoRt 

aBove: THE CONCEPT PLANS ILLUSTRATE 
THE SHORT TERM (LEFT) AND LONG 
TERM (RIGHT) POTENTIAL FOR THE NEW 
KENTISH TOWN SQUARE. SHORT TERM 
PLANS INCLUDE MARKET STALLS NEAR 
THE EXISTING CANOPY AND IMPROVED 
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN THE STATION 
AREA AND OTHER PARTS OF KENTISH 
TOWN. THE LONG TERM VIEW SHOWS 
AN EXTENSION OF THE SQUARE THAT 
TAKES ADVANTAGE OF THE CURRENTLY 
UNDERUTILIzED SPACE ACROSS FROM 
THE STATION.  

oveRleaf: AN ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF 
THE NEW KENTISH TOWN SQUARE WITH 
BOTH LONG-TERM AND SHORT-TERM 
IMPROVEMENTS.

kentish town square concept plans: key

1  REDESIGNED ‘CANOPY SPACE’ (EXTENDED SIzE, 
SIMPLIFIED MOVEMENT LINES AND LEVELS)

2  NEW COMMERCIAL UNITS OVERLOOKING THE SQUARE, 
INCLUDING FLEXIBLE SEATING UNDER THE CANOPY 

3  SHARED SURFACE TREATMENT USING HIGH QUALITY 
PAVING MATERIAL  

4..DE-CLUTTERED AND SIMPLIFIED ROAD MARKINGS AND 
SIGNS ALLOWING INTRODUCTION OF MOBILE PLANTERS 
AT THE SQUARE   

5  GREEN WALL TO REDUCE NOISE LEVELS AND FRAME 
THE ENTRANCE TO REGIS ROAD  

6  NEW LINK BETWEEN THE HIGH STREET / KENTISH 
TOWN SQUARE AND FRIDESWIDE PLACE, INCLUDING 
COVERED BICYCLE PARKING. 

7  LIFT ACCESS TO PLATFORMS FROM FOOTBRIDGE

8  EXIT ONLY FROM THE STATION TO LEIGHTON ROAD

9  WESTERN EXTENSION TO THE SQUARE WITH NEW 
COMMERCIAL UNITS

As broadly illustrated in the concept plans, the 
proposals for Kentish Town Square will assist a 
possible extension of the existing small market at 
the junction of Islip Street with the High Street. 
This includes a more effective use of the existing 
space and transforms Frideswide Place into an 
alternative walking and bicycle route to and from 
the station. For further ideas for Frideswide Place 
please see Section 4.3.

1
2

3

5
4

The implementation of the proposed 
improvements and the creation of Kentish 
Town Square requires intensive dialogue 
and coordinated action by TfL, London 
Underground, bus operators, Network Rail, 
rail operators, Camden Council’s transport 
and economic development team and the 
Neighbourhood Forum. It is recommended 
to explore the application of the Pedestrian 
Environment Review System (PERS) to establish 
the scale of user benefits, measured in £, that 
are likely to be generated by creating Kentish 
Town Square. 

7

9

6

8

SHORT TERM / IMMEDIATE PROPOSALS LONGER TERM PROPOSALS
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4.3  Mews ReDevelopMent 

Kentish Town Road itself is not particularly broad 
and so the intensity of movement it carries gives little 
respite for the pedestrian. Whilst there are a number 
of perpendicular streets running into the High 
Street at relatively regular intervals (particularly 
from the east) there are virtually no parallel streets 
running either side of the High Street. This means 
that most of the visitors to Kentish Town or local 
residents moving in a north or south direction are 
effectively channelled onto the High Street to make 
that journey. The problem is that for those people 
not intending to shop, there is a lack of choice and 
also a lack of quieter and safe streets moving in the 
north - south direction. This negatively impacts 
pedestrian experience in the area.  

In addition, the lack of parallel routes has an impact 
on the functioning of the High Street itself. While 
channelling pedestrians onto the High Street might 
seem beneficial for the businesses, especially retail 
located there, in reality people quite like to walk 
‘loops’ – that is they often like to walk one route 
going one way and an alternative route on the return 
journey. This is particularly important with visitors to 
an area looking to spend informal leisure time which 
may involve wandering past shops and then taking 
a short detour to explore an area while making 
progress in a particular direction. The experience of 
Kentish Town is that, once you leave the High Street, 
you quickly enter a residential area and are forced 
away from the High Street, which is likely to put 
many off exploring the immediate area.

At the same time, with the increasing interest 
by national retail and catering chains and the 
rising business rents in the High Street, there 
are fewer affordable and smaller scale premises 
for independent shops and other service sector 
businesses. Opportunities for the provision of such 
premises should therefore be explored along the 
routes parallel (but very close) to the High Street.

To respond to these issues a strategy is proposed to 
help Kentish Town develop two parallel routes either 
side of Kentish Town Road over the medium to long 
term.

East of the High Street, the existing Wolsey Mews 
appears to be already developing into a more active 
part of the town centre, with garages being converted 

to offices.  This organic development focused 
on small business and creative entrepreneurial 
activities should be encouraged. Further north, 
in Frideswide Place, a new Nursery has been 
developed smartening up the east side of the street 
whilst to the west the rear of Kentish Town station 
is still very much dominated by inactive frontages 
and garages. The perception of this street being 
unsafe and unattractive for pedestrians is also 
caused by the fact that it is currently a cul-de-sac.   

To address this, the north end of Frideswide Place 
could be linked through to the proposed Kentish 
Town Square and via the footbridge to Leighton 
Road, as explained in the previous section of 
this report. Opening up the northern end of 
Frideswide Place and creating the new links would 
boost pedestrian movement in Frideswide Place 
and encourage proactive development of its west 
side with creative workplaces or other similar active 
ground floor uses. Together with Wolsey Mews, 
Frideswide Place would provide a continuous 
parallel route stretching over three urban blocks.

Creating an effective parallel route to the west 
of the High Street may be more challenging 
given the land ownership issues. The existing 
parallel route - York Mews - is a cul-de-sac with an 
informal pedestrian access at its northern end, 
indicating a desire line. The proposal would be 
to formally open up the north side of the Mews 
onto Regis Road. To the south of York Mews is 
the redevelopment site of the Police Station with 
associated tower block.  A controlled access car 
park to the east of the tower block currently links 
through to Holmes Road.  It is proposed to extend 
York Mews southwards, via the car park site, and 
encourage ground floor active uses along it. In 
this way an important new route would be created, 
linking the proposed Kentish Town Square to 
Holmes Road, which has been identified as an 
important local route to the southwest. The 
extended Mews would also link through to Raglan 
Street and loop back to the High Street through 
the proposed new Raglan Gardens (see Section 
4.5) and Crown Place, as well as the existing route 
of Anglers Lane.

By opening up parallel routes either side of 
the High Street around Kentish Town Station, 
alternative attractive and quieter routes will be 

provided for local residents and a greater depth 
of experience will be provided for visitors. The 
opportunity for clusters of creative uses building 
upon the existing uses and compatible with Mews 
Street uses will be provided.

In order to move forward these proposals the 
following actions need to be taken:

east of high street  
·  Initial negotiations with Network Rail, rail 
operators, London Underground and TfL to obtain 
access to the north of Frideswide Place.  

·  Once this is established a comprehensive 
redevelopment plan needs preparing for the rear 
of the station with either office or retail uses and 
controlled access to the platforms. This plan should 
be carried out in consultation with the nursery to the 
east. 

·  Ownership of plots facing Wolsey Mews should be 
assembled and owners encouraged to develop creative 
uses on the mews street.

west of high street 
·  A comprehensive redevelopment plan of the Police 
Station and associated tower block that allows for access 
from Holmes Place to Regis Road. Owners of York Mews 
should be consulted as part of the redevelopment plan 
as well as the owner of Regis Road to establish access 
along this route.  

·  Ground floor uses should be regulated to encourage 
active uses and overlooking at ground floor. This is 
unlikely to be compatible with the current police use 
and so an alternative use for the buildings on this route 
should be explored.

The route from Raglan Street through Crown Place 
forms part of the Raglan Gardens proposal outlined in 
section 4.5.

the mews network anD 
parallel routes to the 
east anD west of kentish 
town high street
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4.4   holMes RoaD anD anGleRs lane

Apart from the busy Prince of Wales Road, there are 
virtually no continuous routes to the west of Kentish 
Town Road that connect the residential areas on 
this side with the High Street.  The two that connect 
through are Holmes Road and Anglers Lane.  
Holmes Road is a fairly dynamic street but lacks a 
coherent identity due to piecemeal redevelopment 
and residual semi-industrial uses. Anglers Lane is 
a short street characterised by heavy northbound 
traffic (including large vehicles) and a building with 
a long blank wall along its eastern side.

To address this, a redevelopment plan for Holmes 
Road should be put together that identifies sites 
on both sides of the road either under current 
development or with future development potential.  
A mix of uses should be proposed for the identified 
sites building on creative industries with active 
ground floors and improved public realm. 

The key redevelopment sites include the 
MFI building which is already proposed for 
redevelopment. The Police Station site has been 
identified for possible redevelopment but specific 
plans have not been produced. The Council’s depot 
opposite the George IV pub has significant potential 
for redevelopment on a key junction.

In terms of Anglers Lane (and as mentioned in 
Section 4.1), whilst regular traffic will need access 
along the Lane to be able to turn north into the 
High Street, the route could be closed for large 
vehicles to ease congestion on this street which 
adjoins three high quality and small scale residential 
streets of Willes Road, Alma Street and Raglan 
Street. 

If congestion could be eased and the pavement width 
improved then the office building to the east could 
possibly be encouraged to improve their façade and 
entrance to the building. One option for the long 
blank wall would be to introduce a few openings 
and also creeping plants on the wall to improve the 
quality of the views from the adjacent residential 
streets.

Pedestrian activity and the quality of walking routes 
from the south west of the High Street could be 
greatly improved by the proactive and considered 
regeneration of Holmes Road and Anglers Lane. 

The improvement of these two streets would 
increase the perception of Kentish Town and also 
encourage active development of creative uses to 
connect prime residential and historical areas as 
well as Talacre Gardens to the southwest to the 
northeast desire line to Kentish Town Station and 
the proposed Square.

A redevelopment strategy for both streets should 
be developed, identifying land ownership, sites 
for possible redevelopment, proposed use class 
allocation with attention paid to ground floor uses, 
public realm improvements, traffic restrictions 
to Anglers Lane and individual building 
improvements.

The route from Raglan Street through Crown 
Place forms part of the Raglan Gardens proposal 
outlined in section 4.5.

4.5   RaGlan GaRDens

One of the main deficiencies identified by the local 
community in Kentish Town was the lack of greenery 
or green space in the area. While the residential 
areas themselves certainly seem to be very leafy with 
large mature trees and reasonably sized private front 
areas or gardens, the issue seems to be more a lack 
of small to medium sized, publicly accessible green 
spaces in the neighbourhood (in the areas between 
the larger parks to the northeast and southwest), that 
give some respite from the busy and intense High 
Street.  

In exploring these issues and ways of addressing the 
green space deficiency, very few publicly accessible 
open spaces were found that could be developed into 
an effective green asset for the area. However one 
such, fairly large open area was identified around 
the Alpha Court / Monmouth House modernist 
housing development adjacent to Raglan Street. This 
green space is fairly typical of a modernist designed 
housing estate where the urban planning ideals were 
to create object buildings with open space around.  
The reality of many of these types of estate is the 
lack of definition and ownership of the gardens and 
so the space often feels left-over rather than actively 
used.  

This green area consists of a triangular green 
space situated to the west of the lower buildings 
of Alpha Court as well as a long rectangular space 
that is situated to the east of Alpha Court running 
parallel to the High Street. There is currently 
no access from this space to the High Street but 
Crown Place could potentially provide access.  
The northern part of the space consists of poorly 
overlooked play areas and a double row of garages 
that have been identified for redevelopment.

An idea discussed at the workshop is to enhance 
the green spaces around Alpha Court and to make 
the rectilinear green space into a community 
gardens – potentially named Raglan Gardens. 
The basic infrastructure of the Gardens is already 
there, including some abstract sculptures and 
a rectangular pond. The proposal would be to 
redevelop the garages to the northern edge of 
the space with a row of terraced houses providing 
overlooking to the south as well as completing the 
lonely terraced house on Raglan Street to the west. 
The play areas would be relocated further south 
and the existing bin store relocated to a more 
appropriate location.

Key to the success of the space would be opening 
up access through Crown Place on the east side of 

aBove: CONNECTING ROUTES THROUGH KENTISH 
TOWN EAST OF THE KENTISH TOWN HIGH STREET ARE 
HIGHLIGHTED IN YELLOW. HIGH IMPACT POTENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT/IMPROVEMENT SITES ALONG HOLMES ROAD 
AND ANGLER’S LANE ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN PINK.

RiGht: THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT RAGLAN 
GARDENS, INCREASING THE NUMBER OF HOMES THAT TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF AN IMPORTANT POCKET OF GREEN SPACE 
IN KENTISH TOWN AND IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF THE 
PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACES.
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the garden to the High Street.  In order to improve 
overlooking on this route it is proposed to build two 
new houses flanking Crown Place facing west to form 
a three sided square around the proposed new play 
area to the north.

The layout of garden and planting would ideally be 
part of a community planning exercise but it does 
suggest a linear path from north to south with the 
ideal of a simple community building framing the 
view to the south from which plants / produce could 
be sold and gardening equipment stored.  

The area could be managed by setting up a 
Community Gardens Association which would 
include volunteering, environmental play schemes, 
conservation, training and education with links 
into the local nursery and schools.  An emphasis 
should be placed on productive gardening and water 
conservation to help inner city children understand 
the large issues of climate change and food security 
in an enjoyable and dynamic way.

To the west of Alpha Court it would be advisable to 
allow the ground floor apartments slightly deeper 
private gardens with slightly higher walls, improve 
the planting of the green triangle and allow public 
access. It is envisaged that this space would always 
be fairly quiet but could be improved as a relaxing 
informal garden with one or two places to sit that 
connects it to the planting beds on the west side of 
Raglan Street.

If realised, Raglan Gardens could form a delightful 
oasis directly adjoining the vibrant High Street. 
It would provide a meeting place for the local 
community and visitors in a location where very 
little accessible green space exists. The formation 
of a Community Gardens Association could act to 
stimulate greater social cohesion in the area and 
link local businesses, residents and schools together 
to create both a local amenity as well as a centre of 
learning. The nurturing of plants is an important 
part of childhood development and particularly 
important in inner city areas, whilst the possible 
selling of plants provides a low risk introduction to 
business and entrepreneurship.

Because of the proximity of the proposed 
community garden to the flats and houses on 
Alpha Court / Monmouth House the views of 
local residents together with the local authority 

regarding the regeneration of the gardens and 
the redevelopment of the garage site as part 
of a comprehensive plan will be key. Residents 
adjoining Crown Place would also need consulting 
as the idea of opening up access would need 
to be considered carefully. Also attending the 
planning workshop should be local community 
members and local garden centre / businesses 
and school representatives. Once community buy-
in to the concept of Raglan Gardens is obtained 
and the vision refined then a feasibility plan will 
need developing for the new development of the 
garages and the opportunity for that development 
to contribute to public realm and garden 
improvements should be explored.  During that 
time the Community Gardens Association should 
be formed and it may be that some early planting 
and groundworks can be undertaken.

4.6  the lonG teRM fRaMewoRK foR 
the noRth-west qUaRteR of the 
neiGhBoURhooD foRUM aRea

The proposals for the large employment sites in 
the north-west of Kentish Town – principally the 
Regis Road Industrial Estate and J. Murphy and 
Sons’ sites - were considered in parallel with the 
proposals by LB Camden for the Fire Station site 
and Greenwood Place. 

All planning policy documents for Kentish Town 
highlight the requirement for the two large sites 
to be retained for employment use. While this is 
generally accepted and reflected in the majority of 
responses gathered during the engagement week 
and the July workshop, many local residents and 
businesses commented on the need to improve 
access through that part of Kentish Town towards 
north and west London and the important 
transport and community facilities (Gospel Oak 
station, City Farm and Hampstead Heath). Better 
access to and through the Regis Road Estate has 
been a long standing issue for Kentish Towners, 
particularly given the location of the Post Office, 
the car parks (some of which are used by the public 
after hours) and the closure of the link under the 
railway arches from Arctic Street. 

People also commented on the fact that, in the 
long run, the sites could be more efficiently 
developed to provide:

MORE EMPLOYMENT SPACE 

ACCOMMODATION FOR BUSINESSES THAT MAY BE MORE 
SUITED TO THIS INCREASINGLY CENTRAL LONDON 
LOCATION (I.E. SMALLER FORMAT, HIGHER VALUE 
BUSINESSES), THAT WOULD COMPLEMENT / ENHANCE 
THE EMERGING CREATIVE INDUSTRIES CLUSTER IN THE 
AREA

MUCH NEEDED OPEN PUBLIC / GREEN SPACE

NEW HOUSING, PARTICULARLY AFFORDABLE HOUSING, 
MIXED WITH EMPLOYMENT USES.

It is clear that the redevelopment of the two large 
employment sites is more of a long term aspiration 
for Kentish Town. J. Murphy and Sons Ltd. have 
confirmed that they have no plans to vacate or 
redevelop their site in the immediate future but 
recognise the need to be part of evolving business 
and community plans. Their site contains J. 
Murphy & Sons Ltd. corporate head office and the 
company sees a strategic benefit in maintaining 
their operational base close to central London. No 
planning proposals have been submitted in the 

recent past which relate to major development 
proposals in or around the site.

If the Murphy’s site were to be redeveloped it is 
likely to take 10 to 15 years depending on market 
conditions. In the event of a development proposal 
on this site the site’s owners acknowledge that 
any development will be expected to and should 
involve a comprehensive approach that leads to a 
phased delivery of a new mixed use development. 

During the stakeholder event on 04 July 2012 
redevelopment opportunities were explored 
with the Director of J. Murphy and Sons Ltd.  
Rough options / development principles have 
been discussed, focusing on how a potential 
redevelopment of the site might address 
the community concerns mentioned above, 
particularly:

ENHANCE CONNECTIONS TO AND THROUGH THE SITE 
IN BOTH A NORTH-SOUTH AND EAST-WEST DIRECTION, 
PRIMARILY FOR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS

IMPROVE LANDSCAPE QUALITY IN THE AREA

MURPHY’S SITE 2012
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ENHANCE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DIVERSIFY INTO 
SMALLER FORMS OF USE I.E. SMALLER EMPLOYMENT / 
RETAIL UNITS.

These were discussed in the context of the 
current operational and physical constraints and 
deliverability issues. 

Despite the team’s best efforts, the stakeholder event 
in July was not attended by representatives of the 
Regis Road Estate. In general terms, redevelopment 
of the Regis Road Estate will be considerably more 
complex, given the multiple ownership of land 
and the existence of a number of well-established 
businesses in the area. 

If included in the Neighbourhood Plan, any 
development principles / policies / guidance for 
the two major sites would have to be further tested, 
including exploration of options. In addition focused 
discussions would have to be held with LB Camden 
and GLA on the strategic policies for the sites, as well 
as with the existing landowners about their plans 
and aspirations for the area.

4.7  Kentish town assets ReGisteR 

A detailed register of property ownership in key 
areas of the Neighbourhood Plan area was suggested 
by workshop participants. This would cover key areas 
of intervention within the Neighbourhood Plan in 
the short and longer term, most notably the High 
Street and the industrial areas around the railway 
line.

This register would allow the Neighbourhood Forum 
to communicate with freeholders and their tenants 
to facilitate the implementation of Neighbourhood 
Plan actions. It would also identify and engage 
owners with more significant interests (for example 
a number of freehold properties concentrated in 
a single location) or those owning properties in 
particular locations where interventions are sought. 

4.8 Kentish town BUsiness assoCiation

A key action resulting from the neighbourhood 
planning workshop was the re-establishment of a 
Kentish Town Business Association. This would help 
enable Kentish Town businesses to:

SHARE MARKET INFORMATION

UNDERTAKE JOINT MARKETING INITIATIVES, FOR 

EXAMPLE ESTABLISHMENT OF A “MADE IN KENTISH TOWN” 
BRAND

JOINTLY PROCURE PRODUCTS OR SERVICES (FOR EXAMPLE 
LEGAL OR SURVEYORS’ ADVICE)

LOBBY MORE EFFECTIVELY FOR LOCAL BUSINESS INTERESTS

LIAISE WITH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM AND CAMDEN 
COUNCIL

LEND SUPPORT TO ONE ANOTHER. 

While the membership and remit of a Business 
Association would likely extend to the wider Kentish 
Town area, its functions and benefits would be of 
particular value to businesses located on the High Street 
and on Fortess Road, where it could help to address 
issues of current concern such as hostile rent review 
processes.

4.9  lettinGs assistanCe aGenCY 

One of the themes to emerge from the community 
engagement was the need for affordable private rental 
housing in Kentish Town. Of the housing in Kentish 
Town, 28 percent is Council owned and a further 
11 percent is rented from other Registered Social 
Landlords. However, nearly 40 percent of houses are 
owner-occupied. More than half of the owner-occupied 
houses are mortgaged rather than owned outright. Only 
20 percent of housing in Kentish Town is privately let. 

Anecdotal accounts of under-occupancy in privately-
owned flats and houses in Kentish Town emerged 
during the stakeholder workshop. Viewed in the context 
of the data about rental rates, owner occupation, private 
lettings and mortgages in Kentish Town, this under-
occupancy could present a solution to both the need 
for more affordable private rentals and the capacity of 
under occupied homes (many mortgaged) to generate 
income for owners. Of course, certain barriers would 
have to be removed in order to make private rentals – 
rooms in one’s own house, for instance – more attractive 
to landlords and easily accessible to tenants. 

One of the proposals to emerge from the stakeholder 
workshop was a lettings assistance agency, potentially 
formed by KTNF in partnership with Camden Council 
and other appropriate partners, to educate landlords 
about the legal and tax implications of private lets, assist 
them with background checks for tenants, and draft 
leases. The agency could also help connect homeowners 
with lettable space to prospective tenants, and vice-versa. 

4.10  set Up fUnDinG MeChanisMs

The scarcity of public funding in the near term and 
possibly longer term will require the Neighbourhood 
Forum to adopt a flexible approach to the delivery of its 
Neighbourhood Plan. In the current climate the cost of 
actions listed within the Plan will likely far outweigh the 
funding available – and for this reason a longer term 
strategy is required to match actions to funding as it 
becomes available over time and to ensure that projects 
are ready to go should particular sources of funding 
become available.

Key concepts issuing from the Neighbourhood Plan 
workshop related to funding were:

A ‘MENU’ OF INVESTMENTS: A SERIES OF ACTIONS AND 
INITIATIVES, PRIORITISED (QUICK WINS, SHORT TERM, 
LONGER TERM), INDICATIVE COSTS, RESPONSIBILITIES 
(WHICH PARTIES WOULD NEED TO BE INVOLVED) AND 
DEPENDENCIES (WHICH OTHER ACTIONS WOULD NEED TO 
BE UNDERTAKEN FIRST).

A ‘MENU’ OF FUNDING STREAMS: A LIST OF POSSIBLE 
SOURCES OF FUNDING, WITH THE LEVEL OF FUNDING, 
CRITERIA FOR FUNDING, ETC. FUNDING SOURCES MIGHT 
INCLUDE:

•	COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY – 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEEDS GENERATED FROM NEW 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE BOROUGH

•	COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PROGRAMME – CAMDEN 
IS SEEKING TO RAISE £270 MILLION THROUGH ITS 
ASSETS OVER THE NEXT 15 YEARS

•	CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LOCAL BUSINESSES – 
WHETHER VIA A BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, 
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FEES OR AN 
ALTERNATIVE MECHANISM

•	CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LOCAL RESIDENTS – BY WAY 
OF A PARISH COUNCIL PRECEPT (SEE EXAMPLE AT 
QUEENS PARK), A COMMUNITY SHARE ISSUE OR 
OTHER

•	EXISTING COUNCIL AND GOVERNMENT BUDGETS

•	OTHER GRANT PROGRAMMES, SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES AND FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES.

A VEHICLE RESPONSIBLE FOR STRATEGICALLY 
MATCHING FUNDING STREAMS TO SPECIFIC 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ACTIONS. THIS VEHICLE, 
WHICH MIGHT BE THE NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM, 
WOULD NEED TO WORK CLOSELY WITH LOCAL 
PARTNERS AND IN PARTICULAR CAMDEN COUNCIL.

aBove: A MENU OF FUNDING 
MECHANISMS AND HOW THEY MIGHT 
OPERATE TOGETHER
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fig 7 member of ktnf interViewing 
another kentish town resiDent 
During engagement week

5.1  next steps

The Prince’s Foundation would advise the Neighbourhood Forum 
to consider the following next steps:

iDentify a way forwarD for DeVeloping the neighbourhooD plan

The Neighbourhood Forum should work with LB Camden to 
finalise the process of neighbourhood area and neighbourhood 
forum designation as a matter of urgency.  The Forum must 
consider who will develop and deliver the next stages of the 
Neighbourhood Plan as well as which elements of work can be 
done within the community and/or by external consultants and 
support providers. With additional funding from DCLG, the 
Prince’s Foundation will be able to provide further free support to 
the Forum in the next stages of the process (see below). The Forum 
should also engage with LB Camden for advice over whether the 
draft proposals may require Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

As described in the Introduction, the 
community engagement work facilitated by 
the Prince’s Foundation is just the beginning 
of the process of developing a Neighbourhood 
Plan for Kentish Town. 
 
The outputs of the workshop responded to issues raised 
by members of the Neighbourhood Forum as well as 
local stakeholders and the community.  During further 
consultations with the wider community, these thoughts 
will be turned into planning objectives and actions for the 
Neighbourhood Plan. It is now up to the Neighbourhood 
Forum to keep the momentum going and to start to think 
about the next stages of the process.

seCtion 5   MOVING FORWARD
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 complete work on the proposals anD carry 
out statutory consultation with the community 

We have structured this report as a 
starting point for the Plan and to assist the 
Neighbourhood Forum in taking the statutory 
consultation work forward. A six week publicity 
and consultation on the Neighbourhood Plan 
proposals is required by law and could be done 
in a number of ways -leaflets, questionnaires, 
exhibitions etc. Its purpose is to make sure that 
the wider community is consulted and its views 
taken into consideration before the draft Plan 
is submitted to the Council (and, essentially, 
before it goes out to referendum). However, 
this should be done only once the proposals 
presented in this report are firmed up and 
any additional areas and issues considered by 
the Forum. In Kentish Town additional work 
on the proposals will also be necessary given 
the change of neighbourhood boundaries 
subsequent to the July workshop. The Forum 
might decide to go through further rounds of 
non-statutory consultation as part of the process 
of developing the proposals. 

agree the outline of the final neighbourhooD 
plan Document 

It is important that the outline of the Plan is 
agreed with LB Camden and that the intended 
content complies with strategic policies of its 
Core Strategy. The Forum could test this out as 
part of the initial six week statutory consultation 
period. Early engagement with LB Camden in 
this regard will ensure this is the case.

write the final plan anD strategic 
enVironmental assessment (sea) if requireD anD 
submit to the council

After the first statutory consultation and 
publicity period the Plan and accompanying 
SEA can be finalised and submitted to the 
Council. From this point on the Council 
will continue the process on behalf of the 
community. In the first instance the Council will 

check that the Plan satisfies legal requirements 
and, if so, undertake its formal consultation 
of six weeks prior to going to examination. In 
considering the timeframe for the production of 
the Neighbourhood Plan, the Neighbourhood 
Forum should therefore be conscious of the 
two statutory consultation periods (totalling 12 
weeks) – the first one led by themselves and the 
second led by the Council.

 examination

The Plan will be taken through an independent 
examination to check that it does not hinder the 
main planning policies for the area, and that 
(if necessary) it has gone through the relevant 
environmental checks. The examination should 
take the form of written representations but 
allows for oral representations too so that 
a public hearing may take place if deemed 
necessary by the examiner. The examiner 
must report back on the process including 
recommendations on whether the Plan is ready 
for referendum or if modifications are needed. 
The examiner is appointed by the Council, in 
agreement with the Neighbourhood Forum.

 local referenDum

Once the Plan has passed the examination, or 
any modifications have been made, the Plan 
will be put to a local referendum. Central 
Government has produced guidance in relation 
to how referendums are carried out, who is 
entitled to vote, the responsibilities for making 
arrangements for them and how they are to be 
conducted. If the Plan gets supported by more 
than 50% of those who voted in the referendum, 
it will be “approved”. The Council will then be 
required to adopt the Plan.

5.2  neiGhBoURhooD plan stRUCtURe – 
ReCoMMenDations 

As identified above, one of the next steps is 
to agree an outline and the actual content 
of the Neighbourhood Plan. Based on the 

top to BottoM: DRAFT SKETCHES CREATED DURING 
STAKEHOLDER DAY DEPICTING MOVEMENT AND USE OF 
CRITICAL JUNCTIONS AND AREAS OF KENTISH TOWN.

experience gained working within the DCLG 
programme over the last year, we recommend 
the overall structure for the Neighbourhood 
Plan document to be as shown below. This, of 
course, can be tailored and changed as the 
Neighbourhood Forum sees fit. 

Recommended Neighbourhood Plan content: 

1.  introDuction 

This section should include: 

A DEFINITION OF THE PLAN 

A MAP OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA

THE TIME PERIOD FOR THE PLAN 

HOW IT IS STRUCTURED

WHO HAS LED ON ITS PREPARATION 

WHAT AREAS ARE INCLUDED 

HOW IT WILL BE USED AND 

WHO SHOULD USE IT. 

2.  Vision anD objectiVes for the area 

A statement that describes the future 
aspirations of the community as a whole, for 
example related to future sustainable growth, 
employment opportunities, community facilities 
and amenities, retaining character and local 
identity, protecting/enhancing the environment 
etc. An overall Key Diagram showing the main 
areas and proposals would be one way to do 
this. This section could also include the actual 
objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan area 
and their associated actions. The objectives 
for Kentish Town could be grouped under the 
themes identified during the stakeholder event 
on 04 July (described in Section 2) or a variation 
of them. For example they could be classified 
in relation to the social, economic, natural and 
built capital of Kentish Town, in addition to 
objectives and actions related to any specific 
sites. 

5  MovinG foRwaRD



48   prince’s founDation  PROJECT REPORT kentish town makes plans  49

THANK-YOU NOTE RECEIVED BY THE PRINCE’S FOUNDATION FROM A KENTISH TOWN 
RESIDENT AT THE PUBLIC OPEN SESSION.

3.  planning policies anD community actions 

It is important to differentiate between the 
role of a Community/Neighbourhood Action 
Plan and that of a Neighbourhood Plan. The 
Neighbourhood Plan considers ‘land uses’ and 
planning of land uses but could overlap with 
the Action Plan in terms of its objectives. It is 
the statutory land use policies which will be 
subject to formal examination because they will 
become part of the Development Plan for the 
area and on which planning applications will be 
decided. This report summarises the objectives 
that came out of the workshop, which should 
be “translated” into Neighbourhood Plan 
policies. The associated actions should be site/
place-specific and put against each of the Plan’s 
objectives / policies to ensure improvement to 
the local area is properly linked to development 
that comes forward.

4.  proposals maps

This could be a single map showing the 
neighbourhood boundaries, specific sites 
for development or for protection and other 
land use designations, but could also include 
other maps that have additional detail such 
as improvements initiatives and site specific 
proposals.

5.  DeliVery 

This final section will identify who will be 
responsible for delivering the identified formal 
planning policies, projects and community 
actions, how they might be managed and funded 
(if applicable) and the phasing.

otheR annexes to the plan

6.  statement of community inVolVement

The section must document who has been 
involved throughout the process, how and 
when, particularly in what ways the community 
has been engaged (workshops, questionnaires, 
exhibitions etc.).

7.  statement of compliance

A standard statement of how the Plan complies 
with the existing policies (LB Camden’s Core 
Strategy, national and international etc.).

8.  other eViDence

Depending on the level of detail and type of 
policies and proposals in the final Plan, this may 
include Strategic Environmental Assessment, 
council data and local studies.

5.3  fURtheR assistanCe BY the pRinCe’s 
foUnDation 

Given the recent approval of funding for the 
next stage of the neighbourhood planning 
support programme, we ask the Neighbourhood 
Forum to consider ways in which The Prince’s 
Foundation may be able to help in progressing 
the Plan. The following are some potential areas 
of support: 

HELP DEVELOP FURTHER PROPOSALS FOR THE 
AREA, IN RESPONSE TO THE CHANGE OF BOUNDARY 
AND ADDITIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

PROVIDE EXPERT ADVICE ON ANY TECHNICAL ISSUES 
THAT MAY HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED IN ORDER TO 
PROGRESS THE PLAN (E.G. TRANSPORT, LANDSCAPE, 
VIABILITY, ETC.)

ASSIST WITH NEGOTIATION WITH LB CAMDEN 
REGARDING THE CONTENT OF THE PLAN AND THE SEA 
REQUIREMENT

HELP DRAFT THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN INCLUDING 
WRITTEN AND DRAWN MATERIAL

ASSIST WITH THE PREPARATION OF AN SEA, IF 
REQUIRED

DEVELOP COMMUNICATION AND OUTREACH MATERIAL 
FOR THE SIX WEEK ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WIDER 
COMMUNITY ON THE DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
CAPACITY IF REQUIRED.

5  MovinG foRwaRD
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histoRiCal Context

Kentish Town was first recorded in 1207 as Kentisston 
and was recognised as a hamlet in the gazetteers in 
1456. It is also mentioned in the Domesday Book as 
a manor belonging to the Canon of St. Paul’s. It was 
originally situated along the River Fleet, which today runs 
underground but is widely believed to have inspired the 
name Kentish Town, which is said to be derived from ‘Ken-
ditch,’ meaning the ‘bed of a waterway’. 

Kentish Town developed into a resort for Londoners who 
wanted to escape the city during the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. Though it was described in the Survey of London 
(1780) as a “pleasant and healthy” village on the road to 
Highgate, the nature of Kentish Town was doomed to 
change by 1791, when Lord Camden gave permission for 
the development of fourteen hundred homes in the area. In 
response to the decision, Horace Walpole speculated – with 
impressive foresight – that, “there will soon be one street 
from London . . . to every village ten miles round.”

In the 1840s, the development of Kentish Town started 
in earnest – by 1841, its population numbered upwards 
of 10,000. There is little physical memory of this 
boom, as much of the early Victorian housing has now 
been destroyed, but its legacy lives on in the railway 
infrastructure that changed the shape of Kentish Town 
during the 1860s. At this time the River Fleet, which 
runs parallel to Highgate Road, was also confined to an 
underground pipe. 

During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
Kentish Town became famous for the production of 
organs, pianos and false teeth. In 1903, Royal erected a 
sorting office in Kentish Town and in 1912, the Church of 
St. Silas the Martyr was erected and consecrated, making 
Kentish Town a parish in its own right. According to the 
Conservation Area Appraisal, five character areas now trace 
the history of Kentish Town:

KENTISH TOWN ROAD, THE ANCIENT ROUTE ALONG WHICH THE 
VILLAGE GREW 

 LEIGHTON ROAD, PIECEMEAL RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

TORRIANO COTTAGES 

LEVERTON STREET AND FALKLAND PLACE, THE EXPANSION OF 
THE CITY NORTHWARD

THE NORTHERN ROADS SURROUNDING LADY MARGARET ROAD, 
REPRESENTING FURTHER EXPANSION NORTHWARD.

popUlation 

The Neighbourhood plan area falls within the electoral 
Wards of Kentish Town and approximately 75% of 
Cantelowes.

Kentish Town Ward

According to the 2001 Census, there were 11,465 residents 
in the Ward which covers 102 hectares.  At that time, there 
were 8,126 people of working age, 2,184 children under the 
age of 16 and 1,155 people of pensionable age. The area is 
predominantly white (55%) and 47% of residents identify 
themselves as Christians. Over 55% of residents do not own 
a car. 

A full 78% of accommodation is in flats, with more 
converted or shared houses than purpose-built flats.  22% 
is houses, 28% of the housing is owned by the council and a 
further 11% is rented from other social landlords.

Kentish Town Ward is remarkable within Camden for 
having the highest proportion of residents who cycle to 
work (6%), for having the most terraced housing (17%) and 
the most people who identify with no particular religion 
(29%). It ranks second in the borough for the proportion 
of cohabiting couples (16%) and for people working in 
associate professional and technical occupations (28%). 
Kentish Town Ward has a relatively high number of 
children, which corresponds with the number of estates 
in the area. The neighbourhood consequently has a high 
proportion of deprived children.

Cantelowes Ward

According to the 2001 Census, there were a total of 
10,491 residents in the Ward which covers 75 hectares.  
At that time, there were 7,557 people of working age, 
1,857 children under the age of 16 and 1,077 people of 
pensionable age. The area is predominantly white (57%) 
and 45% of residents identify themselves as Christians. 56% 
of residents do not own a car. 

Half the accommodation comprises converted flats or 
shared houses, just under 30% are purpose-built flats and 
just under 18% are houses. 32% is owned by the Council 
and a further 11% by social landlords. Just under 18% are 
privately rented.

Cantelowes Ward has the highest proportion of resident 
workers in Camden who use the bus to travel to work (22%), 
who use a motorcycle, moped or scooter (1.5%) and had the 
second (after Kentish Town Ward) highest proportion of 
people who cycle to work (just under 6%).

tRanspoRtation

Accessibility to Kentish Town via public transport is very 
good. London Underground and First Capital Connect 
services stop at Kentish Town Station, at the corner of 
Kentish Town Road and Regis Road / Leighton Road. 
London Overground services stop at Kentish Town West 
Station, at the corner of Prince of Wales Road and Dalby 
Street, which is also within the neighbourhood plan 
boundary. 

Kentish Town Road is the major artery that runs 
through the centre of Kentish Town, and connects to 
the neighbourhood through smaller residential streets. 
Residents identified certain issues with Kentish Town Road 
in the Place Plan (2012), including poor quality shopfronts, 
waiting and loading along the high street and heavy 
traffic at many times during the day. The high street is not 
particularly pedestrian or cyclist-friendly.

An area-wide transport scheme for Kentish Town 2013/2014 
forms part of the Local Implementation Plan. Proposals in 
the scheme include: 

ROAD SAFETY MEASURES ALONG KENTISH TOWN ROAD / 
FORTRESS ROAD / HIGHGATE ROAD

METHODS TO MINIMIzE RAT RUNNING ON RESIDENTIAL STREETS

POSSIBLE INTRODUCTION OF TWO-WAY WORKING ALONG 
CASTLEHAVEN ROAD / HAWLEY ROAD

NEW PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE TO KENTISH TOWN WEST STATION TO 
HELP ADDRESS SAFETY ISSUES

IMPROVED LOADING ARRANGEMENT ALONG KENTISH TOWN 
ROAD

IMPROVEMENTS TO BUS STOP ACCESSIBILITY

EXTENSION OF THE LEGIBLE LONDON PEDESTRIAN WAY-FINDING 
SIGNAGE SCHEME TO KENTISH TOWN

STREET TREES

IMPROVEMENTS TO CYCLE PARKING PROVISION.

A number of transportation improvements have also 
already been made to Kentish Town Road. They include:

IMPROVED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AT THE JUNCTION OF 
KENTISH TOWN ROAD AND PRINCE OF WALES ROAD

MORE PARKING AND LOADING BAYS

NEW AND BRIGHTER STREET LIGHTS

REPAVING OF FOOTPATHS

CREATION OF LOCAL SQUARES AT FARRIER STREET AND 
ROCHESTER ROAD

ALTERATIONS TO THE LOADING AND UNLOADING CONTROLS ON 
KENTISH TOWN ROAD.

In addition to the area-wide transport scheme, some key 
proposals in the Place Plan (2012) involve improvements to 
road traffic and the promotion of sustainable transport in 
the area. 

Finally, there is one defunct tube station within the 
neighbourhood plan boundary. South Kentish Town 
Station, located on Kentish Town Road roughly at the 
junction with Castle Road, was closed in 1924 and never 
reopened, though there have been proposals for its 

redevelopment. The Place Plan (2012) suggests that 
upgrading the station to modern standards would be 
prohibitively expensive and not particularly useful, 
considering the amount of good local public transport. 
Some residents are also opposed to the station re-opening; 
however, others believe it would be beneficial overall, as it 
would reduce traffic at other stations in the area. 

eConoMY anD BUsiness

Kentish Town Road functions as a local shopping centre, 
with the retail and service provision serving the daily 
needs of nearby residents. According the Camden Retail 
Study (2008), Kentish Town provides 17,400 sq m of A1 
retail floorspace. A substantial amount of floor space is 
also designated for A3/A4/A5 uses. The retail provision 
is currently dominated by independent traders, but chain 
stores are becoming more common. For its size, Kentish 
Town Road has a good range of shops.

The proportion of vacant A1 shops in Kentish Town was 6 
percent in 2008, but vacancy doubled between 2007 and 
2010 according to the Place Plan (2012). The number is 
lower than average for England, but higher than average 
for Camden. According to the Retail Study (2008), there 
is interest in the vacant sites from budget retailers and 
chains. 

The Place Plan (2012) suggests that residents are 
concerned that Kentish Town is losing diversity in the 
retail sector. Maintaining and enhancing the health 
and diversity of the high street was therefore one of the 
main priorities for Kentish Town raised by the public 
consultations leading up to the adoption of the Place Plan 
(2012). 

shop fRonts anD BUilt enviRonMent

According to the Place Plan (2012), many shops on 
Kentish Town Road have “unbalanced proportions and 
unattractive detailing and materials” though Oskar Pink 
is identified as an exemplar shop front. Excessive signage, 
clutter and A-boards or stock placed on the sidewalk 
are similarly identified as issues derogating from the 
attractiveness of the high street. 

In the north of the neighbourhood plan area lies an 
industrial estate, which is the largest and most significant 
industrial area within the borough of Camden. There is 
a distinct desire among the residents of Kentish Town to 
improve access through the estate, as it currently cuts off 
the connection between Kentish Town and Hampstead 
Heath to the north. The land is privately owned and 
locked for security reasons. 

appenDix a
GENERAL PROJECT BACKGROUND
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ConseRvation aReas within the Ktnf aRea

The boundaries of the Bartholomew Estate and Kentish 
Town Conservation Area are as follows: Bartholomew 
Estate (bounded by Islip Street, Bartholomew Road, 
Oseney Crescent and the back of Kentish Town Road); 
Kentish Town (bounded by Leverton Street, the west end of 
Leighton Road, Montpelier Grove and Countess Road with 
Railey Mews, Fortess Grove and a small section of Kentish 
Town Road); and Torriano Cottages and the neighbouring 
houses on Leighton Road.

The Inkerman Conservation Area lies to the west of Kentish 
Town Road and is bounded to the south by Prince of Wales 
Road and Anglers Lane, to the north by Holmes Road, to 
the east by Raglan Street and to the west by the railway 
viaduct.

The Kelly Street Conservation Area is bounded by the 
rear of properties on Prince of Wales Road and the 
northern section of Castlehaven Road to the north, the 
rear boundary of properties on Kentish Town Road to the 
east, the rear boundary of properties on Castle Road to 
the south and the rear boundary of properties on Grafton 
Crescent to the west.

A small section of the Dartmouth Park Conservation Area 
appears in the north of the KTNF area. Although this 
section is small it has a significant impact as a pedestrian 
route in the area. College Lane and Little Green Street 
enhance the KTNF area significantly. 

In addition to the designated conservation area buildings, 
local residents recently campaigned to save 187 Kentish 
Town Road from demolition. It is now considered a 
non-designated heritage asset and should therefore be 
preserved.

CoRe stRateGY

The evidence base used to inform the preparation of the 
Core Strategy (referred to in Section 1) and Development 
Policies includes the following documents:

A SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

CAMDEN ANNUAL MONITORING REPORT

CAMDEN RETAIL STUDY 2008

CAMDEN HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY UPDATE 2008

CAMDEN AFFORDABLE HOUSING VIABILITY STUDY 2009

CAMDEN EMPLOYMENT LAND REVIEW 2008

CAMDEN OPEN SPACES, SPORT AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2008

CAMDEN INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY 2009

DELIVERING A LOW CARBON CAMDEN – CARBON REDUCTION 
SCENARIOS TO 2050, SEA-RENUE, 2007

NORTH LONDON STRATEGIC FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT, 
MOUCHEL, 2008 AND

CENSUS INFORMATION.

A brief summary of relevant policies is included below. 
Relevant points from the Retail Study (2008), Open Space 
Needs Assessment (2008), Employment Land Review (2008) 
and Camden’s Community Strategy 2007 – 2012 are also 
included below. 

DevelopMent poliCies

Along with the Core Strategy, the Camden Development 
Policies form a central part of the Camden LDF. 
Specifically, the Development Policies set out detailed 
planning policies that the Council will use when 
determining planning applications. The policies are all 
designed to help achieve the vision and objectives of the 
Core Strategy. 

Kentish Town is identified as an archaeological priority 
area, as well as a low parking provision area (because of the 
proximity to public transport) in the Development Policies. 
It is also identified as a car-free development zone, again 
due to its ready access to public transport. 

Camden Planning Guidance

The Camden Planning Guidance applies specifically to 
planning applications made under the LDF and includes:

CPG 1 DESIGN 

CPG 2 HOUSING 

CPG 3 SUSTAINABILITY 

CPG 4 BASEMENTS AND LIGHTWELLS 

CPG 5 TOWN CENTRES, RETAIL AND EMPLOYMENT 

CPG 6 AMENITY 

CPG 7 TRANSPORT 

CPG 8 PLANNING OBLIGATIONS.

Each of these documents is extremely detailed and should 
be consulted for guidance in the context of applications 
made under the neighbourhood plan. 

CaMDen site alloCations

Kentish Town is considered an “area for more limited 
change” within the Core Strategy and is therefore subject 
to less development in the Site Allocations DPD than 
other parts of Camden. Some development is nevertheless 
expected to take place on certain sites: 

19 – 37 HIGHGATE ROAD AND 25 – 37 GREENWOOD PLACE 

KENTISH TOWN POLICE STATION, 10A, 12A, 14 HOLMES ROAD

FIRE STATION, 20 HIGHGATE ROAD

Retail stUDY (2008)

The Retail Study (2008) defines Kentish Town as a district 
centre (now a Town Centre), used primarily for retail 
services and convenience items by local residents. Although 
the centre supports some comparison goods retailing, 
this is mostly limited to those outlets serving daily needs. 
Kentish Town is also designated as a district centre within 
the London Plan.

The Retail Study (2008) cites improvements to the centre of 
Kentish Town, particularly around Kentish Town Road, as a 
likely trigger for increasingly attractive retail and shopping. 
However, the catchment is still relatively local and most of 
the shoppers in the area are neighbourhood residents. 

open spaCes neeDs assessMent (2008)

According to the Needs Assessment (2008) Kentish Town 
sub-area (as distinct from Kentish Town Ward) has a level of 
public open space provision per person below that required 
in the Camden UDP, which was the primary planning 
document for the borough in 2008. Kentish Towners 
also have lower access to Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation than other Camden residents.

Projections in the Needs Assessment (2008) suggest a 
population increase to 32500 by 2025 and a resulting 
decrease in the public open space to 2 sq m per person. 
When the projection is revised to include only parks within 
the GLA hierarchy, the number of parks is drastically 
reduced. However, Kentish Town has a high number of 
dedicated play areas for children within its boundaries, as a 
consequence of its higher child population density. It is also 
home to Kentish Town City Farm, one of only 11 allotment 
sites within the borough of Camden. 

eMploYMent lanD Review (2008)

The Employment Land Review (2008) deals specifically 
with land allocated for employment uses. In Kentish 
Town, this pertains to industrial land in particular, which 
it identifies as being well-managed and more or less fully 
occupied by a wide range of users. On the Regis Road site, 
to the south of the railway lands, the largest single premises 
and occupier on the site is the UPS warehouse. Many of the 
other occupiers are small-to-medium sized industrial estate 
occupiers in the B1c or B2 use class or similar uses. The 
building contractor Murphy’s has occupied the Sanderson 
Close site, which lies to the north, for thirty years and keeps 
it in constant use. Outside of the industrial area, there 
are piecemeal light industrial uses scattered throughout 
Kentish Town.

CaMDen toGetheR: CaMDen’s CoMMUnitY stRateGY 
2007 – 2012 

The community strategy outlines a number of key issues, 
as determined through extensive community engagement, 
for Camden during the period between 2007 and 2012. 
Particular issues include: housing, drugs and crime, local 

independent shops and businesses, green issues, managing 
growth, diversity and encouraging personal responsibility.

Kentish town plaCe plan (2012) – aCtion plan

The Action Plan that accompanies the Kentish Town Place 
Plan (2012) sets forth various concrete actions that will 
achieve the objectives listed in the Place Plan: 

SUPPORTING A SUCCESSFUL TOWN CENTRE THAT SERVES 
THE LOCAL COMMUNITY PROVIDING A RANGE OF THRIVING 
ACTIVITIES AND EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES;

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO MEET THE NEEDS OF MIXED 
COMMUNITIES;

PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT AND IMPROVED 
PEDESTRIAN / CYCLE LINKS; AND

MAXIMISING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITIONAL ENHANCED GREEN SPACES. 

The Kentish Town Place Plan and the accompanying Action 
Plan is available on the LB Camden website at:

http://www.camden.gov.uk/ccm/navigation/environment/
planning-and-built-environment/place-plans/kentish-town/ 

appenDix B
POLICY BACKGROUND
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KENTISH TOWN  
COMMUNITY PLANNING EVENT 
3 -5 JULY 2012 
 
 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 
Please note, stakeholders are invited to all sessions except those highlighted in red. 
 
 
FIRST PUBLIC SESSION 
Date:   03 July 2012 (18:30 – 20:45)  
Venue: St. Luke's, Oseney Crescent, NW5 2AT  
    
ID Time Item Led by 
1 18:30 Arrival, coffee and tea, viewing exhibition of street 

engagement results 
 

2 19:00 Welcome and introduction by KTNF 
 KTNF’s objectives  
 Work to date  
 Why The Prince’s Foundation was asked to 

help  

C Hill, KTNF 

3 19:05 Introduction by The Prince’s Foundation  
 Who we are 
 Brief neighbourhood planning and CLG 

programme overview 
 Proposed event programme 

B Bolgar, The 
Prince’s Foundation 
 
 

4 19:15 Interactive exercise facilitated by The Prince’s 
Foundation  
 Aspirations – what are we working towards 
 Ideas gathering – achieving the aspirations 

As above 

5 20:15 Q&A As above 
6 20:45 Close  
 
 
 
  

 
STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 
Date:   04 July 2012 (08:45 - 17:00)  
Venue: St. Luke's, Oseney Crescent, NW5 2AT  
    
ID Time Item Led by 
1 08:45 Arrival, coffee and tea  
2 09:00 Welcome and introduction by KTNF 

 Objectives and issues  
C Hill, KTNF 

3 09:05 Presentation from The Prince’s Foundation  
 Process and principles 
 Summary of public session from previous night 

B Bolgar, The 
Prince’s Foundation 

4 09:20 Technical presentations 
 History of the area 

 
 Planning – planning framework, applications, 

placeshaping 
 
 Community Investment Programme 
 Transport – proposals, plans and opportunities 
 Somali Youth Development Resource Centre 

(SYDRC) 

 
T Allen, Camden 
Archive 
J Walsh & K 
Christoforou, LB 
Camden [LBC] 
M Furness, LBC 
J Futcher, LBC 
 
I Issie, SYDRC 

5 10:30 Q & A B Bolgar, The 
Prince’s Foundation 

6 10:50 Coffee / tea break  
7 11:00 Group workshop (themed groups) 

- Identify strategies that can make the most 
impact 

- How can strategies together contribute to 
collective identity of KT? 

Groups facilitated by The Prince’s Foundation: 
 Transport 
 Employment (other than High Street) 
 Housing and community facilities incl young 

and elderly people  
 High Street 
 Environmental sustainability / green space / 

public realm (other than High Street)  
 Other issues / capacity to have another 

group for any of the issues above 

As above  
 
 
 
 
 
J Dales 
J Anstead 
B Savic 
 
B Bolgar 
C Gardner 
 
 
A Koch 

8 12:20 Group feedback  As above 
9 13:00 Lunch  

appenDix C
WORKSHOP AGENDA
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appenDix D
ATTENDEES AT STAKEHOLDER DAY

prince’s founDation

BILJANA SAVIC

BEN BOLGAR

SAMANTHA IRVINE

JOHN DALES

JONNY ANSTEAD 

CHARLES GARDNER

ANGELA KOCH

RACHEL CINK

GRACE MARIUCCI

ktnf committee

CAROLINE HILL

MARY CANE

JOHN NICHOLSON

PAUL SEVIOUR

ISKY GORDON

DAVID JOCKELSON

CELIA GOREHAM

HELPER: MAYERLY MARQUEz (8.00-13.45)

aDVisors

HILARY BARNES - YOUTH CLUBS

ALICE BROWN - ARCHITECT

ALAN MORRIS - ARCHITECT

CHRIS CROSS - ARCHITECT

researcher

HANNAH WESTWOOD

camDen officers

KATRINA CHRISTOFOROU - SENIOR PLACESHAPING 
OFFICER

JENNIFER WALSH - PLANNER

JED YOUNG - REGENERATION TEAM LEADER

RAYMOND CHENG - TRAFFIC ENGINEER

JOHN FUTCHER - TEAM MANAGER PUBLIC REALM AND 
PLANNING

MATHEW FURNESS –COMMUNITY INVESTMENT 
PROGRAMME

camDen councillors

MERIC APAK (ARRIVING AT APPROX 11AM)

JENNY HEADLAM-WELLS

GEORGIA GOULD

transport for lonDon

STEVE KEARNS – TFL BOROUGH ENGINEER TEAM 
MANAGER

lanDowner

PAUL BROSNAHAN  - DIRECTOR J. MURPHY & SONS LTD

business

WENDY SINCLAIR - KENTISH CANTEEN

CARMEN BISHOP - BOMA GARDEN CENTRE

GHASSAN EID - PHOENICIA

TINO - TOLLI

STEFANIA - PANE VINO

ALEX - KUTT zONE

public houses

SUSIE CLARKE / JOEL CzOPOR - THE GRAFTON ARMS

JON MATTHEWS / KATE GRANT - THE ASSEMBLY HOUSE

police

P C PETER RYAN

community groups

IBRAHIM ISSE - SOMALI YOUTH DEVELOPMENT RESOURCE 
CENTRE SYDRC AND KTNF ADVISOR

ABDIKADIR AHMED - SOMALI YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
RESOURCE CENTRE

 
10 13:45 Group workshop (themed groups) –  

- Translating strategies into projects and 
initiatives 

- Generating spatial options 
Group facilitated by The Prince’s Foundation, as 
above 

As above 

11 14:30 Coffee / tea break  
12 14:45 Group workshop continues (theme-based groups)  As above 
13 16:00 Group work feedback and plenary discussion As above  
14 16:50 Summary As above 
15 17:00 Close of day  
 
 
 
INTERNAL DESIGN WORKSHOP  (attended by members of KTNF) 
Date:   05 July 2012 (09:00 – 18:30)  
Venue: St. Luke's, Oseney Crescent, NW5 2AT  
    
ID Time Item Led by 
1 09:00 Team debrief   
2 10:00 Feedback collation and design session  
3 12:30 Lunch and review with KTNF  
4 13:30 Feedback collation and design session continues  
5 17:00 Finalising presentation and set up  
 
 
 
SECOND PUBLIC SESSION  
Date:   05 July 2012 (18:45 - 20:45)  
Venue: St. Luke's, Oseney Crescent, NW5 2AT  
    
ID Time Item Led by 
1 18:45 Arrival, coffee and tea  
2 19:00 Welcome and introduction by KTNF  J Nicholson, KTNF 
3 19:10 Presentation from The Prince’s Foundation 

including Q&As 
 Outputs of the neighbourhood engagement 

process to date 
 Next steps  

B Bolgar, The 
Prince’s Foundation 

4 19:40 Exhibition of emerging proposals and informal 
discussion 

The Prince’s 
Foundation 

5 20:45 Close  
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appenDix e
NOTES OF TECHNICAL PRESENTATIONS AND Q&A

teChniCal pResentation notes

history – tuDor allen

·  Kentish Town historically known for its clean air 
and a resting place for travellers

·  Castle dates to 16th or 17th century

·  1840s period of great change; house building and 
growth

·  Transport: Regent’s canal extended, railway in 
1850 but Midlands railway in 1860 had biggest 
impact

·  Effects of the railways: became poorer, grimier

·  Late  19th century became more important 
industrially: hats, false teeth, organs and pianos

·  George Orwell, Mary Shelley, Karl Marx all local 
residents

·  Assembly House, Bull & Gate, The Forum 
Theatre, Public Baths

planning – jennifer walsh & katrina 
christoforou

·  Place Plan: approved strategic guidance for 
Kentish Town

·  Designed to guide resources within Kentish Town 

·  Material consideration in negotiations and 
decision-making

·  Not a planning document

·  Actions are not just Council, but Council working 
in partnership with local community members

cip – mat furness

·  Programme will be active in the area, and is 
something that the Neighbourhood Forum will 
want to be involved with

·  Originated from Council looking at assets in a 
disjointed way (schools, housing, community assets 
were dealt with separately)

·  About working assets harder; dispose of 
properties and use sites more rationally

·  Not separated between departments, whole 

Council, as well as strategic partners, is working 
together

·  Investment in schools and homes, improvement to 
public realm

·  Camden Plan: council’s strategic plan for the 
borough going forward

·  Outputs: housing, new and existing; schools, 
new and existing; employment opportunities in 
construction, apprenticeship and training

·  80 active projects and additional pipeline sites

·  15 year programme; incremental process

·  Over 2000 new homes, 850 affordable; Council 
homes improved

·  Kentish Town community event planned for 25 July 
2012

·  Work on: 

Greenwood

·  Adult social care hub

·  Take services from other day centres and   
 bring them together in a more modernfacility

Montepelier

·  Expand and improve nursery

somalia youth DeVelopment resource centre – 
ibrahim isse

·  Kentish Town is a great place and privileged to be 
one of the frontrunners to implement the Localism 
Act

·  Kentish Town has different communities, religion 
and ethnicities, but should come together as one and 
represent Kentish Town to the world

·  Greener, safer streets

·  Perception of young people is not necessarily 
correct; forum will tackle intergenerational issues in 
Kentish Town

·  Young people need activities to improve their lives 
(SYDRC is not just Somali, not just KT, everyone all 
over Camden)

·  No fear! 

·  KTNF needs to build community cohesion; bring 
people together and be one community

qUestion anD answeRs

Q: Any plans for the underground station going 
forward?

A (London Underground):

- major changes line upgrade to KT

- increased frequency: 4 trains an hour north and 
south

-  in Camden area, other changes 

- nothing to do with the station: interchange with 
London Underground and First Capital Connect 
proposals (but Camden has removed them)

Q: Any chance of opening station at S. KT?

A (London Underground):

I have heard of these plans being discussed in some 
detail in community liaison forums, but there are no 
current plans to re-open.

Q: Concern about evening exit to station; not a lot of 
investment is required to make it less unpleasant

A (London Underground):

·  partly land ownership: next to Network Rail & FCC

·  good relationship; can take issues away

·  we can ensure safe access

Q: Disability access to main railway station (no lift or 
escalator)

A (London Underground):

·  rail services: can’t speak to that but relationship 
with Network Rail is improving 

·  can take the question to NR

·  lift shafts are there but are oddly positioned

·  still a bank of steps down to lifts

Q: LU should liaise with Council to place notices 
at exits to make it clearer where Roundhouse 
and Forum are and explain that Camden is a no 
drinking zone

A (London Underground):

·  will take back to signage and communication 
department, etc. 

Q: Why do escalators keep breaking down? 

A (London Underground):

·  not sure

·  we have rigid maintenance regime and have 
taken on more works in the build up to the 
Olympics

Q: Any plans for Overground accessibility 
improvements?

A (London Underground):

·  investment plan to 2013, that could be 
something that we can add to the investment 
plan

Q: What are the main crime and safety issues in 
the area? 

A (Police):

·  crime is improving (burglary, robbery, esp); 
relatively speaking KT is an oasis

·  most localised trouble is within Estates to do 
with drugs

·  biggest problem is pick-pocketing, generally 
rising in London

·  youth crime is not bad, they do not carry 
knives, they are scapegoated

·  a lot of young people are enhancing our Ward 
rather than detracting from it
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Q: KT police station at Holmes Road: are there any 
plans for it to be reduced, maintained, moved, etc?

A (Police):

·  tower block next door has been sold off, used to be 
police accommodation

·  also 30 cells in that block; operational centre for 
police; other stations are moving, but he can’t see it 
ever closing

·  maybe they need to redevelop the site, but nowhere 
else that is fit for purpose

·  long term plan is to move away from borough 
policing to make it more rational and stop police 
from responding only to calls within their specified 
areas

·  management could change

Q: Could the council align consultations on various 
strategies and studies for KT e.g. transport related 
with neighbourhood planning process?

A (Jed Young, Council):

·  yes we can consolidate consultation

·  value in different exercises; spatial focus is different 

·  areas the KTNF has identified for development are 
close to those identified by JY

·  would not have had resources to do consultation 
and identification of sites, so pleased that the 
walkabouts were able to offer that information

·  parking enforcement plan; no council managed car 
parks can be reduced to below the required level for 
parking for all residents

·  only half spaces are currently used, so they can 
reduce parking to a suitable level; historically over-
provided

A (Katrina Christoforou, Council):

·  Place Plan is associated with synthesizing the work 
between different parts of Council, etc.

·  Statutory consultation is slightly different

A (Steve Kearns, Council) - Responses to transport 
questions:

·  one in a hundred years has TfL added a station on 
an existing line (requires 6 month closure)

·  also no funding to do so; if there was any sort of 
development happening there could fund, but very 
difficult practically

·  expectations need to be managed

·  KT West accessibility is more feasible; making the 
accessible one-by-one based on user need

·  We can put forward that issue 

·  KT Station itself; to get to mainline services is more 
feasible – need to talk to Network Rail about that 
(they can bring it forward)

Other comments: 

·  surprises me that development density is increased 
but some proportion of the s106 was not devoted to 
access

·  noise is a huge issue too, especially from emergency 
service vehicles

·  what’s the point of dreaming when action is going 
to be too expensive

·  one shouldn’t inhibit long-term plans either

·  noise pollution came out a lot during community 
consultation.

appenDix f
KTNF ENGAGEMENT MATERIALS

A NEW PLAN FOR

COME AND JOIN US!
• Kentish Town Neighbourhood Forum

is producing a Neighbourhood Plan
on how Kentish Town could

develop and grow
• Watch out for us on Kentish Town

Road where we will be asking YOU for
your wish for Kentish Town…

• Wednesday June 27 – Monday July 2
• Have YOUR say on the future

of Kentish Town
• PUBLIC WORKSHOPS July 3 at
6.30pm and July 5 at 6.45pm

St Luke’s, Oseney Crescent NW5 2AT
www.ktnf.org  @KentishTownNF

A NEW PLAN FOR

JOIN US AND MAKE IT HAPPEN!
• Stage 1: Tuesday July 3 at 6.30pm  

• Stage 2: Thursday July 5 at 6.45pm 
at St Luke’s, Oseney Crescent NW5 2AT
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NOTES

MY WISH FOR

IS. . .

My name My street

Please submit your card in the box on the stationery counter at Kentish Town Post Office by Monday 2 July

WISH CARDS DISTRIBUTED AND COLLECTED BY KTNF.



THe pRINCe’S
FoUNDATIoN

PEOPLE
EMPOWERING
EDUCATING and
ENGAGING

TRANSFORMING
LIVES through

CoMMUNITY:
for BUIlDING

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 1069969

sUppoRtinG Us

If you want to support us, it’s easy to
get involved. Just visit our website at
www.princes-foundation.org/support-us  
email us at enquiry@princes-foundation.org   
or call us on 020 7613 8584

KeepinG Up to Date

If you want regular updates, sign up for our 
newsletter via our website, follow us
on Twitter at @princesfound or join us
on Facebook at The-Princes-Foundation


